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Editor: Ardeth De Vries 

        PAWS UP TO FLORA LINDSAY! 

Flora with ODH dogs (L-R) Hensen, Sparky 
and Klondike   

The Woche family  
handled the  
Sponsorship Display. 
Guests removed a paw 
print for a Final Refuge 
dog they wanted to 
sponsor. By the end of 
the evening, all of our 
final refuge dogs were 
sponsored by guests in 
attendance. Amazing! 

        ODH AUCTION A HOWLING SUCCESS! 

What a night! 
 
300 people came to the Holiday Inn in Everett on October 
9 to support ODH by spending thousands of dollars on 
auction items that included a week in a cabin overlooking 
Penn Cove on Whidbey Island, as well as a King County 
K-9 officer ride-along. Final Refuge dogs Solomon,  
Francis, Cora Lee, KayCee, Sammy, Frank, Teddy, and  
Raleigh strutted their stuff on stage while Master of  
Ceremonies, Ron Kerrigan, told the audience about each 
dog. The winner of a 50/50 raffle donated all of her  
winnings (over $2,000) back to ODH. More than $15,000 
was donated to finance the “Maranda Fund”- specialized 
(usually too expensive) procedures for ODH dogs. All of 
the many silent auction items were sold, and people bid 
enthusiastically for the live auction items. The guests, 
some traveling long distances to be there, included  
veterinarians who work with ODH, personnel from  
various shelters and humane societies, foster and final  
refuge families, and many people who have adopted dogs 
from ODH. It was a fabulous evening, thanks to the many 
ODH volunteers who spent many long hours orchestrating 
the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When asked about her reaction to the evening, Executive 
Director Judith Piper said, “It was: completely  
unbelievable...fabulously well done...I was pretty much in 
tears...just boggles my mind.” 
 
Let’s hear it for the people who love old dogs and are  
willing to give generously to support ODH! We couldn’t 
do what we do without you. THANK YOU!!!!! 

Flora Lindsay does it all: foster, final refuge, hospice, 
evaluations, emergency care, adoptions. Nothing is too 
much trouble for this lady with an animal heart. Here’s 
what Flora has to say about her life with ODH dogs: 
 
“What I do for ODH is...offer a transition place for some 
dogs that need it and a home for others. ...I offer most of 
these old guys a place to get it back together, a place 
where someone cares. I feel blessed with every dog that 
comes thru my doors. I do this because they matter.  
 
They have all taught me something: Piper taught me to 
slow down. Salty was all about patience. (She said mine 
needed a lot of work.) Max reminded me that it is ok to 
say ‘see ya wouldn’t wanna be ya’ as he happily went 
with his final refuge family. Java taught me grace in the 
face of  adversity. Klondike is teaching me to be silly. 
Sparky is teaching me that every now and then it is ok to 
spoil an old guy rotten and if you just brace your  
shoulders and move forward even the big dogs give way. 
It’s all in the attitude. The list goes on; each one is 
unique. I often find myself thinking that there is a reason 
each of these amazing old dogs have crossed the  
threshold into my home. I feel so very fortunate that  
Judith agreed to let me be a part of the ODH organization. 
My life has truly been enriched by it.” 
 
Thank YOU, Flora! You really get the idea that dogs are 
teachers. It just takes a willing student like you to make 
the magic happen. We (and the dogs) appreciate you! 



              17 SENIOR SHELTER DOGS FIND LOVE AND TLC WITH ODH IN SEPTEMBER 
The 17 dogs that were taken in by ODH from various shelters during September didn’t just magically appear in their new homes. In 
the spirit of the season we’d like to thank the people mentioned below for making it possible for the dogs pictured here to celebrate 
Thanksgiving in a home with a family rather than dying by inches in a shelter. Each dog has a story, which you can read on our  
website, and it would take several pages to tell you about the phone calls, emails, and arrangements made by our Executive Director, 
Judith, and our Intake/Transport Coordinator, Rhonda, to get the dogs where they needed to be, but the bottom line is simple: In just 
one month, 23 people made 17 dogs very happy. Paws up to all of you!  

SANDY AND PHIL KRUTSINGER (Mount 
Lake Terrace) drove to the Seattle Animal Shelter 
to get Archie, who will live happily with them 
until he’s adopted. 

RHONDA ROWE (Everett) picked up Clarke 
from the Tacoma Shelter, where he was brought 
as a stray.  Clarke’s heart is failing him, but he 
knows he’s loved  every moment of each day he’s 
with Rhonda and her other dogs.  

LORI PAPINI (Shelton) picked Connie up from 
the Olympia Shelter. Lori then met LINDA 
THORNTON  (Ocean Shores) in Elma where 
Connie was transferred to Linda. Connie will 
hopefully be available for adoption soon.  

Foster mom, BECKY  BARRETT (Mukilteo), 
drove and ferried to Whidbey Island to meet and 
pick up Doc from the WAIF shelter in Oak  
Harbor. Now Doc watches squirrels instead of the 
bare walls of a shelter kennel.   

Final Refuge mom, BERYL COCHRAN,  drove 
and ferried all the way from Port Orchard to 
Whidbey Island to pick up Dodger (now Dalton) 
from the WAIF shelter in Coupeville. Dalton 
doesn’t see or hear very well, but he loves his 
new life in the country.  

LAURISSA WALLACE, (Tacoma) shelter  
Volunteer/ animal massage therapist, picked  
Edward up from the Tacoma shelter and is  
providing hospice care for this ancient little guy.  

Once again foster parents SANDY AND PHIL 
KRUTSINGER drove down to Tacoma on their 
white horses and scooped up Farrah, who sadly 
succumbed to liver disease in October.  

KELLY MARLO (Arlington) found Gus  
wandering around Camano Island, and took him 
to the shelter there. When his stray-hold was up, 
she picked him up and provided loving care for 
him until he died of a stroke in October.  

CARRIE BECK and EMILY JONES 
(Tacoma) are fostering Joy, who lives up to her 
name by being a “happy, loving, playful dog.” 
Carrie picked Joy up from the Tacoma helter.  

CRAIG BRYANT (Issaquah) bailed Kama out 
of the King County Animal Shelter and delivered 
her to Home Base, where she spent a week.  
JUDITH  then transferred Kama to NOEL  
KJOSNESS (Coupeville) in Lake Stevens, and 
Noel delivered Kama (now Cammie) to her final 
refuge home with EDITH AND DICK BRYAN 
in Coupeville. Cammie loves the beach!   

ARDETH DE VRIES (Coupeville) picked up 
Lily from the WAIF shelter in Coupeville and 
transferred her to REBECCA RANSOM 
(Maltby) who met her in Mukilteo. Lily is now 
enjoying retirement with the Ransom family. 

RHONDA once again to the rescue. She picked 
up Lydia  from the Tacoma shelter and brought 
her to Home Base in Arlington where she lived 
until she was ADOPTED in October. 

Marty  was taken in by another rescue group, but 
they were unable to place him so he was  
transferred to ODH and MEREDITH MOSES 
(Renton) picked him up in Redmond and brought 
him home with her. 

On yet another trip to the Tacoma shelter 
RHONDA picked up Midge and brought her to 
Home Base to live with the Pipers where she 
charms everyone who meets her.. 

RON KERRIGAN (Clinton) took the ferry from 
Coupeville to Port Townsend to meet Qoby’s  
temporary foster parents who had picked him up 
from the Olympic Peninsula Humane Society 
shelter. Qoby now lives with Ron and his other 
final refuge dogs.  

SANDY AND PHIL KRUTSINGER drove to 
the Tacoma shelter for a third time to pick up 
Teejay, who lives with them as a foster, but is 
ready to be adopted to a permanent home. 

SUZANNE MOODY picked Tori up from the 
Kent Animal Shelter. Suzanne met foster 
DARCI  BONSEN (Marysville) at the  
Shoreline library where Tori was transferred to 
Darci. 

ADOPTED! 

 

A special Thank You to ERICA STEWART, Rescue Volunteer Coordinator at the Tacoma Humane Society, for working 
so hard to place shelter dogs with ODH.  



I would like to help. Enclosed please find a donation in the amount of $____________ 
 Please make check payable to: Old Dog Haven. 
 ODH is a 501(c)3 charitable organization: donations are tax-deductible. 
Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________State__________________Zip_______________ 
‘Phone (      )________________email___________________________@______________________ 
 
Please mail your check to: PMB A–4, 621 State Route 9 NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258-8525.            

There are many local groups and businesses that  
support ODH in so many ways we’d like to thank them 
for their efforts by highlighting one group or business in 
each of our print newsletters. 
 
This month we salute Julie Austin, a photographer with 
an animal heart who has taken wonderful photos of  
several adoptable dogs for us. 
 
Julie got her start photographing the adoptable dogs at 
Homeward Pet in Woodinville. After working at  
Homeward Pet, she started her own animal care  
business, August Animal Care, which is still going 
strong.  
 
Julie is a founding member of a non-profit called 
HeARTs Speak. Part of their mission statement is to 
connect animal artists and animal rescues to improve 
adoptability and ultimately, to reduce the number of 
animals euthanized each year. Because of her work with 
HeARTs Julie decided to contact a few rescues she  
admired, and Old Dog Haven was first on her list.  
 
“Since emailing Judith to offer my services I have had 
the pleasure of photographing a number of Old Dog 
Haven dogs that were looking for forever homes, and I 
hope to photograph many more! Photographing the Old 
Dog Haven picnic in  
September was one of my 
most memorable photo  
sessions. The friendship I 
felt between the people was 
only surpassed by the love 
from the dogs in  
attendance.” 
 
Julie lives in Snohomish 
with her five dogs, a  
foster dog or two and  
usually a few client dogs. 

If you would like 
to help by  
fostering or  
providing a final 
refuge home, 
please contact us! 
360) 653-0311 

Thank you! 

         ODH WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBER 

 OLD DOG HAVEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Lisa Black, Ardeth De Vries, Melanie Sniffen, 
Kathy Thurman 
 
Intake/Transport Coordinator: Rhonda Rowe 
Office Coordinator: Kathy Thurman 
Executive Director: Judith Piper 
Chief Factotum: Lee Piper 
Telephone & Fax: (360) 653-0311 
email: office@olddoghaven.org 
web site: www.olddoghaven.org 
Mailing address: PMB A-4, 621 State Route 9 NE, 
Lake Stevens, WA 98258-8525 

Kathy Thurman now wears two hats for 
ODH: she can be seen in a black hat 
with paper clips as ornaments when she 
functions as ODH’s volunteer Office 
Coordinator, and now as a board  
member, she sports a flashy purple hat 
with feathers. Hat or not, Kathy’s  
experience with the “inside workings” 
of a multi-layered organization will 
prove invaluable as she joins the 
Board. 

Julie with (L-R) Pearl, 
Gus, and Allie  

 
Kathy volunteers at Home Base two days a week to walk 
with the dogs through the pasture, scoop poop, fill the water 
bucket, hold Jet, (one of her favorites) rub tummies and  
perform a very long list of other tasks. Her job has expanded 
to Office Coordinator, and her duties include: keeping the 
donation and vet treatment logs, updating the spreadsheet of 
adoptable and cross-posted dogs, creating resources charts for 
referrals, and working on research projects. She also  
organizes files, office supplies, the pharmacy and dog  
equipment (which she takes home and washes). Kathy 
LOVES to organize! She sorts donated supplies, ships  
supplies to foster parents, and is available for emergency dog 
sitting, bathing and transport– as well as most of the  
labeling parties and other events. 
 
Welcome, Kathy! We’re very happy to have you on the 
Board. 

Kathy with her special 
friend, Jet, in the 
“office“ at Home Base 
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        A MESSAGE FROM “MADAM OLD DOG” 

You can help support our Final Refuge dogs in 
their retirement years. A $25 sponsorship will 
help one of our dogs for three months. A great  
gift for animal lovers! 

 

 

(aka Executive Director, Judith Piper) 

As you can see from all the shelter dogs taken in during 
September – lots! – ODH has been busy. We passed 200 
dogs-in-care during July and August, now are slightly  
below 200 due to a rash of adoptions and deaths. Change 
of seasons seems to be a time when our old creatures say goodbye. (We 
should particularly mention the loss of OzzieB after nearly 4 years and 
Beauregarde at the age of 19, as autumn set in this year.) Holiday season 
also is significant: more old dogs are left at shelters then, and more are 
taken to the vet for euthanasia then. We always brace ourselves for the 
increased need at a time when many of our foster homes are very busy or 
not available. If you’re thinking about fostering, we’d love to hear from 
you! 
186 dogs are in care as of 10/31/10 
 169 are in Final Refuge 
   15 are in foster homes awaiting adoption 
     1 puppymill survivor is still on legal hold – really! 
Jan-Oct 2010:  204 new dogs taken into care 
           163 came from shelters 
               41 came from owners 
               145 new dogs were posted for adoption to help others 
                79 ODH dogs were adopted 
                          42 dogs were adopted through our referrals 

We always love donations of good quality dog 
food, Advantage, fish oil capsules, name brand 
joint supplement, and pet store gift cards. See 
our website for a detailed list with preferred 
brands. Donation points are located in several 
western WA locations.  

 SPONSORSHIPS MAKE GREAT 
            CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

JACK came to ODH after several 
months on “evidence hold” in a 
shelter after confiscation from his 
home due to neglect. Now he’s a 
happy dog, thanks to his devoted 
Final Refuge parents, Keven and 
Bob Mc Dermott, and the support 
of his sponsors. 

ODH THANKSGIVING/CHRISTMAS  
      WISH LIST 

ANOTHER ODH MEDIA STAR! 

           FUNDRAISERS WORK FOR ODH   
 
Our heartfelt thanks to the following groups and individuals who held 
independent fundraisers for our dogs: 
Scrub-a-Mutt in Marysville – dog wash and Poochapalooza event 
Ron Henry Gallery in Fremont– photography auction  
Westside Yoga and Doga– benefit evening 
Sno-King Agility Club – from a trial 
Muddy Paws Agility Club– from a trial 
Maple Springs Saddlery– horseshow benefit 
Western Washington Hound Association– agility trial 
 
In-kind Donations: Crown Hill Pet Supply   
     Perfect Press 
A special thank you to the veterinarians who offer generous discounts 
to ODH!  

      NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR ODH 

Molly, a blind Labrador in 
Final Refuge care with ODH, 
is featured in the Nov./Dec. 
issue of AARP The Magazine 
in an article encouraging  
seniors to try fostering.  

If you have any questions about ODH and 
would like to contact us, please email:  
office@olddoghaven.org. 


