INTRODUCING A “NEW” OLD DOG TO YOUR HOUSEHOLD

An old dog coming to a new home is most likely shell-shocked, will withdraw for a while and then slowly figure out that it’s OK and will then be quite needy for a while.  Here’s some guidelines:

1. For at least two days keep him on a leash (see below about dog introductions) except in a VERY securely fenced yard.  Remember that a frightened or confused dog may bolt from a strange place.  This is particularly true in the first couple of hours after arrival.   Keep him on a leash even in the house if he seems agitated or wants to pace (or confront the cats or mark his territory!).    No off-leash parks or romps for at least a couple of weeks.
1. As soon as you have him home, show him the acceptable poddy place.  Take him out there first thing in the morning, last thing at night, before or after meals, midday.  Presume that he may have forgotten his training, or that he may be so stressed that he can’t help it, and keep a close eye on him.    Praise him for going in the right place, don’t correct an accident unless you catch him IN THE ACT.  Often a well-housetrained dog in your family will just show him the ropes, given a bit of time.  Use Nature’s Miracle or some enzyme cleaner on any accident spots or the smell will attract him back.
1. Next, show him around the house (on a leash).  If he doesn’t see or hear well, go slowly and let him sniff.  Then, try to sit down quietly and read or watch TV and let him absorb it all for a while.
1. At night, use a crate if you wish (placed in the bedroom or right outside it so he feels part of the pack) or show him his bed and leave him there for the first night (you can even tether him there if he seems especially restless).   He’ll want to be near one of the humans, don’t shut him away.
1. Feed small amounts for the first day or two, using any food that came with him and gradually mixing in whatever you choose to feed.  He may vomit from nerves, don’t panic.
1. Foster dogs:  Wait 2-3 days to begin the beauty treatment; however, if nails are very long start on those as soon as he seems comfortable.  Don’t bathe yet except for emergencies (= you can’t stand to be in the room with him).  Avoid unnecessary stress until he feels safe with you.   
1. What takes patience is letting him get used to a new routine, showing him what’s expected without putting too much pressure on.  DON’T HOVER, don’t shower him with attention, let him relax and work his way into the family.  You need to be the leader and he will find his place with time.  Don’t be surprised if he sleeps a great deal once he relaxes.

*INTRODUCING TO THE OTHER DOG(S)
1. If your existing dog tends to be territorial, it’s best to let the dogs meet in a neutral place (not in your yard or home).  It’s often good to just put them both on a leash and go for a brisk walk together, 5-10 minutes should do.  Put one on either side of you or get help.
1. If your dog is good with others, it works well to let them meet WITHOUT LEASHES in a very safe spot, not too small – leave room for maneuvering.  Don’t worry if they play-skirmish a bit, they have to work out who is who.  Try to ignore them and not referee.
1. After the meeting, the most important thing is:  PAY MOST ATTENTION TO THE RESIDENT DOG, pretty much ignore the new dog.  This is the best way to avoid jealousy and let the new dog work into the pecking order.  It’s tough but it’s very important!! and will go far to keep the new dog safe from bullying.    Try to keep life the same for your existing dog.
1. Remember that you don’t have to treat all the dogs in your family alike.  Each may have some different privileges.  Take some with you, take walks with some, let some on the bed, etc.  As long as each KNOWS ITS PLACE IN THE ORDER it will be fine.  Don’t let those eyes make you feel guilty!

This all takes some effort for the first 2-3 days, but most old dogs very easily slip into the family and routine, asking little but to sleep and eat and be near you.  You’ll feel how happy they become.
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