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   Newsletter Number 9– March 2010                           Editor: Ardeth De Vries 

JEN AND MIKE SEVIGNY: “ADDICTEDTO FOSTERING AND MEETING NEW DOG S” 

Jen and Mike Sevigny are living proof that you can work 
full-time jobs and still manage to do a tremendous 
amount of good for animals. Here’s their story. 
 
Jen and Mike met Judith and Lee in spring 2006 when 
they adopted 11 year-old Bubba from ODH. Bubba was 
described as “fat and kind of lumpy,” which was  
somehow appealing to them, and he fit in their family  
immediately. Jen says “he dropped over 20 pounds and 
started to be a bit of a jogger, so miracles can  
happen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After adopting Bubba, Jen and Mike got “hooked” on 
ODH’s website and kept in touch with Judith. When they 
heard about the length of the waiting list of dogs needing 
to be placed they decided...”what’s one more?”  
 
The parade of dogs that followed Bubba began with a 
“starter kit” dog, Sir Gruntly Bear, who was small and 
easily adoptable. Sir Gruntly was blind, but that didn’t 
stop him from having a wonderful time tumbling down 
their back hill into the roaming chickens. Little Sir 
Gruntly was adopted quickly, (see his story in the  
September 2009 e-newsletter- still available for viewing 
on the website) and Jen and Mike moved on to other 
dogs, including some challenging hounds that took Mike 
on “adventures through wetlands and beaver dams.” 
 
And they kept coming.... Jen and Mike have adopted, 
fostered or temporarily cared for 40 dogs. They adopted 
Final Refuge dog, Reggie, who came with anger  
management issues, but is still happily a member of their 
family, and Hunter, an ancient Final Refuge dog, lived 
with them for two and a half years. 
 

“We are addicted to fostering and meeting new dogs. It 
can be frustrating and hard, but the good days far  
outnumber the bad. It’s also heartbreaking spending 
months rehabilitating them and then letting them go, but 
that’s the way fostering is supposed to work. We’ll keep 
doing it as long as we’re able. It helps to have a good 
sense of humor and have a partner who keeps you focused 
so when a dog wets the dog bed, vomits mystery items, 
breaks the cat door (again), has chronic gas, or keeps us up 
all night with meticulous grooming and other noises we 
can let it go and move on.” 
 
Judith describes the work that Jen and Mike do for ODH 
as “fantastic...They were highly involved in caring for the 
puppymill dogs, and they do “triage” fostering (taking on 
dogs that are unknown quantities straight from the shelter) 
without question. In these cases we don’t know about 
health or behavior issues at all. They do the initial vet 
work, settle the dog down, and after assessing the dog’s 
temperament and behavior they send him/her on to another 
foster after a week or two. That’s SUCH a huge help! 
And, they do all of this while working full time.” 
 
But there’s more. In addition to fostering, providing Final 
Refuge, and adopting, Jen and Mike write grants for ODH. 
They also do dog evaluations, but Jen says “we’re failures 
at this because we take them all.” Right now these two 
dedicated people are attempting to organize the first ODH 
benefit auction. They’re looking for volunteers, a venue 
and donations for the auction, so if you’re interested in 
helping, please contact them at  
mikejen.sevigny@verizon.net  

Thanks Jen and Mike! 
We appreciate all you do 
for ODH dogs.    

Mike and Jen with  
goodwill ambassador,  
adopted dog, Veta, a  
female cat named Frank, 
and Trigger, not  
interested in posing for 
the camera. 

Bubba, ever hopeful that a 
cookie might fall from the 
sky, spent three happy 
years with Jen and Mike 
before he went on to his 
next expression of spirit in 
September 2009. 



We’re always very grateful that so many groups and 
small businesses take it upon themselves to host benefits 
for ODH. This kind of unsolicited generosity is a  
wonderful compliment, as well as a tremendous boost to 
our financial ability to help old dogs. This past holiday 
season was celebrated enthusiastically by many benefits 
for ODH, and we’d like to especially thank the following 
businesses for their support: 
 
· Pet Portraits by Art for Animals’ Sake and  
      photographer David Walega– hosted by Deluxe 
      Hair in Seattle (and several ODH dogs) 

 
 
 

· A benefit Rudolf Run by Running in Motion in  
      Edmonds 
· Santa photos done at Advanced Care Animal Clinic 

in Smokey Point 
· Pet  Portraits done at several All The Best Pet Care 

stores 

 
 

· Holiday drives conducted by: 
 Northwest Veterinary Clinic in Stanwood,  
 Burien Veterinary Hospital, 
 Lake Quinault Lodge, and  
 Naturally 4 Paws in Silverdale.  
· The Grave Danger Team from Rat City Rollergirls 

donated their winnings from a recent bout in Seattle 
to ODH.  

A THANK-YOU NOTE TO MAE WEBB  
 
If you’ve ever made a donation to OldDog Haven you  
received a thank-you note from one of our dedicated  
volunteers. Although we appreciate the efforts of all of our 
thank-you note writers, there’s one woman in particular 
we think of as the “Queen of Thank-You Notes.” Meet 
Mae Webb. 
 
Mae writes between 50-75 notes a month, and she always 
includes a rescue or old dog related poem with her notes. 
While most of us are sleeping, Mae, self described as a 
“night owl,” usually writes her notes between midnight 
and 3:00 A.M. Who knew anything so productive could be 
done during those hours besides sleeping? 
 
Mae has lived with dogs all of her life, and twenty years 
ago she made the decision to “adopt only ‘hard to place 
dogs,’ disabled or older dogs that really needed a special 
home.” A newspaper article brought ODH to Mae’s  
attention, and she immediately became involved by  
adopting Zack the Sheltie. As Mae sees it, “the  
reward is the love and devotion they give you, and the 
knowledge that you have someone to love and provide a 
good home for during their remaining years.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to volunteering for ODH, Mae currently does 
volunteer work at the Greenwood Senior Center and the 
Seattle Blood Bank. She’s also a phone buddy for Catholic 
Services, and she occasionally does phone interviews and 
home inspections for Best Friends and other dog rescue 
groups. 
 
Because Mae is dealing with several medical problems, 
she sees herself as being “limited in what I can do, but my 
mantra is ‘Do the best you can with what you have.’ I get 
so much more than what I give in my volunteer work. I’ve 
worked all my life, and need to feel that I am still  
contributing in some way.”  
 
You’re definitely contributing, Mae. We appreciate your 
willingness to give so generously of your time and energy 
to ODH. Thank YOU!  

HOLIDAY BENEFITS FOR OLD DOGS  

Mae smiles 
for the  
camera on 
her  
birthday.  

David and his assistant, 
Emily, working hard to 
get just the right dog 
smile for the camera. 

Lisa McKitrick is 
seen here loading 
up donated items 
from All The Best 
Pet Stores. Lisa 
organized all of 
the benefits hosted 
by All The Best 
Pet Care. 

Even though Lee  
didn’t skate with the 
Grave Danger Team, 
he represented ODH 
by partying with the 
team after the event as 
they all celebrated a 
victory for old dogs.  



I would like to help. Enclosed please find a donation in the amount of $____________ 
 Please make check payable to: Old Dog Haven. 
 ODH is a 501(c)3 charitable organization: donations are tax-deductible. 
Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________State__________________Zip_______________ 
‘Phone (      )________________email___________________________@______________________ 
 
Please mail your check to: PMB A–4, 621 State Route 9 NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258-8525.            

 OLDDOG HAVEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
 Chris Cook        Executive Director: Judith Piper 
 Ardeth De Vries 
 Ron Kerrigan           Chief Factotum: Lee Piper 
 Tina Perovich  
 Laura Temple 
 
Telephone: (360) 653-0311 
email: olddoghaven@verizon.net 
web site: www.olddoghaven.org 
 
Look for us on Facebook and Twitter ! 

Mailing address: 
PMB A-4 
621 State Route 9 NE 
Lake Stevens, WA 
 98258-8525 

There are many local groups and businesses that support ODH in 
so many ways we’d like to thank them for their efforts by  
highlighting some of them in each of our print newsletters. This 
month our focus is on water therapy, a real estate guy who’s a 
traveling advertisement for ODH, and a pet store that goes beyond 
selling just pet supplies. 

Rema Strauss 
206/841-7756 
zeldagirl79@hotmail.com 
www.k9rejuvenation.com 

 
Rema Strauss’s warm water aquatics facility for dogs in Milton 
(Tacoma area) offers free services for ODH adoptees and foster 
dogs. Rema’s commitment to ODH is her way of paying it  
forward to her dog: “Old dogs have a special place in my heart 
and part of my reason for starting this venture is because of all my 
old girl has taught and given to me. I am now honored to be of 
service to some special dogs from OldDog Haven and will be  
including their happy little faces on my site.” Thank you, Rema! 

 

PAWS UP TO: K 9 REJUVENATION, SCOTT WATKINS, AND DOOLEY’S DOG HOUSE  

 
 
 
 
 

Scott Watkins is more than just a real estate agent. 
He not only donates to ODH regularly, he does 
transport for ODH in the coolest van in town, and 
he gives ODH a percentage of his commissions. 
This is a guy who’s definitely dedicated to helping 
old dogs! Thanks, Scott! 

Chuck and Marti Bartlett, owners of  Dooley’s 
Dog House in Kirkland, have hosted a number of 
benefits for ODH over the past two years, all of 
which have resulted in adoptions and exposure for 
ODH. Chuck and Marti “love holding adoption 
events and Yappy Hours (the next one is ‘April 
Drools Day’- April 2) to support ODH. Having 
lost our 15 year-old Beagle, Maggie, 18 year-old 
Cairn Terrier, Beans, and 20 year-old Beagle, 
Blaze, just last year, we appreciate how much joy 
and love an older dog can bring to your life. 
Thanks for all you do for the 4-legged elders!” 
 
Thank YOU Marti and Chuck! We appreciate  
your continuing support.   

If you would like 
to help by 
fostering or  
providing a final 
refuge home, 
please 
contact us! 
(360) 653-0311 

Thank you! 

Duke will swim anywhere 
for a bully stick. 

Wally likes to 
swim...and cuddle. 

ODH dogs 
Duke and  
Miss 
Wally  
enjoy time 
in the  
water 
with 
Rema 

Scott’s mobile ODH billboard. (Car 
graphics by Mr. Deez Marketing) 

1.800.CALL 
ZIPx8464 
360/631-5259 

Scott Watkins 

1421 Market St. 
Kirkland 
425.889-2200 

Marti and Chuck with ODH 
adoptable dog, Fudge. 



 
About 5-1/2 years have passed since Lee and I  
decided that someone needed to help the old dogs 
left to die in shelters, and that we could and should 
do it. Never did we expect the need to be so great, or 
that I’d be in charge of nearly 200 dogs and 140+ 
foster homes, or that I’d be spending every waking moment at this 
project with calls and people around the house constantly. Whew! 
We’ve learned many things on this journey: 
· There are many, many generous, kind, caring people who will 

make great efforts to help dogs in need. This has really restored 
my faith in human nature. 

· There are many people just as crazy as we are, horrifying their 
mothers with strange priorities. It’s great to know that we’re 
not the only ones. 

· The only thing worse than seeing yourself on TV is seeing  
      yourself in the newspaper. 
· We love dogs of many breeds and mixes that we’d never 

known. Who’d have guessed that I would dote on a Shih Tzu? 
· Old dogs are so easy to live with; they ask so little and are so 

HAPPY just being part of your family. Love them; they love 
you back.     

· Almost all senior dogs will gracefully get along with others in 
their home if you are a confident pack leader. We’ve seen so 
little “dog aggression” and believe it’s mostly a matter of the 
humans’ attitude. 

· Dogs are incredibly resilient, adaptable, and forgiving. If only 
humans could learn from them. 

All of you – foster  
parents, adopters,  
volunteers, donors – have 
made significant  
contributions to the work 
we’re doing and to our 
own lives. We’re so glad 
to know you! 

         A MESSAGE FROM “MADAM OLDDOG” 

Here are a few easy ways you can help OldDog 
Haven: 
 
Apply for and use the OldDog Haven VISA 
card! Thanks to cardpartner.com, a credit card 
is available that will help us support the 190+ 
dogs in our care. ODH will receive $50 for each 
new card when it is first used, and .3% of every 
dollar charged to the card thereafter.  
 
When you purchase merchandise from the 
ODH shop at Café Press we receive much 
needed financial support.  
 
Use the search engine GoodSearch.com.(http://
www.goodsearch.com). GoodSearch.com is a 
new search engine that donates half its revenue 
to the charities its users designate. You use it 
just as you would any search engine, and it’s 
powered by Yahoo!, so you get great results. 
Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be sure to 
enter Old Dog Haven as the charity “I’m  
supporting” in the box located underneath the 
search box. Just 500 of us searching four times 
a day will raise about $7300 in a year without 
anyone spending a dime! 
 
If you participate in the United Way of King 
County you can voluntarily assign your 
contribution to ODH. Boeing Employees  
Community Fund and state employees  
Combined Fund Drive offer the same option. 
 
See our “How You Can Help” page on the 
website for more information about these  
options as well as more ways to help old dogs. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

(aka Executive Director, Judith Piper) 
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Dog Activity– 2009 
183 dogs in care at year end 
134 active foster homes 
473 new dogs helped 
60% placed in foster homes 
78% of those from shelters and rescues 
22% from individuals 
199 dogs adopted 

194 dogs in care 
as of 2/22/10 


