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Old Dog Haven is a small nonprofit group using a network of foster homes to provide a loving safe home for abandoned senior dogs. When we have room, and the means, we take these dogs into our homes; if possible we adopt out those with a reasonable life-expectancy. We care for the rest as long as they have good quality of life. In addition, we try to assist owners in finding new homes for their senior dogs through our website and referrals.
Thanks for your interest in caring for a senior dog!  Being an ODH foster parent is a big commitment and is not a job for everyone.  It takes a considerable amount of time, dedication, caring and patience as well as adaptability and ability to deal with difficulties. Providing a wonderful home for an aging dog, whether for a short while or on a more permanent basis, may start out as an act of kindness but we believe you will soon feel that the rewards you receive in love and satisfaction have more than repaid you for all the effort.
Old Dog Haven is a network of loving foster homes spread out all over in Western Washington.  We classify a senior dog to be 8 years old and above.  Since we do not have a shelter of any kind, we rely heavily on our foster families who provide a loving safe environment either for a short period or until the end of the dog’s life.    PLEASE NOTE:    ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF OUR DOGS WILL BE ADOPTABLE.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
Q:   Where do the dogs that need fostering come from?
A: Most dogs who need fostering come from one of the many area shelters.  Very often these dogs come to us in poor condition and very anxious from being abandoned.  Some dogs come from owners who have to give up their dogs and a few come from area vet clinics.  Most of these dogs are NOT posted on our website, rather than are on our office’s waiting list.
Q:  Do I get to choose the dog I take into foster?
A. We take great care to match the most appropriate dog to your living situation and lifestyle, and will suggest     the best 1 or 2 best matches – you can then make the final decision.   
Q:  Will my foster dog be house-trained?
A: We find that nearly all of the dogs have been house-trained at one time, but some may need a “refresher course”; many may need a few days to settle in and get into a routine.  Please remember that senior dogs often need more frequent potty breaks, even as often as every 4-5 hours.  We can never guarantee how a particular dog will act in a particular environment.  Rule of thumb:   Expect accidents in the beginning!
Q:   How long will I keep a foster dog?
A: This is the very hardest question to answer.  We require that you initially give a 4-month commitment.  In the first month(s) the foster dog will have his/her vet screening and procedures and behavior assessments completed.   If it seems appropriate, we will post the dog for adoption at this time.   During the first three months we will determine if the dog is likely to be adopted or if he should remain in Final Refuge (permanent foster) care. If that is the case, you can decide if you’d like to be that Final Refuge home.    If not, we will look for another appropriate home for him within our network.     This process may take the entire 4-month period, or we may know early on that Final Refuge care is needed.     Please remember that you are making a commitment for that period:   We almost never have empty spots to move dogs immediately if you change your mind, the need is so great that we use every possible spot to help as many dogs as possible.     We will of course find a different home if there is an emergency or if animals/people are in danger, but we are counting on you to commit to this dog barring major problems.
Q:   What does “Final Refuge care” mean?
A: If ODH has determined that a foster dog is not adoptable, then permanent foster care – what we call Final Refuge – is needed to provide a safe loving home for the last months or years of his life.  (We call this “doggie assisted living and hospice”.)     Some dogs come to ODH clearly needing Final Refuge care because of advanced age or medical condition.   Many, however, are discovered to be dogs in reasonable health given proper care but with  a chronic condition which makes them unappealing to adopters.  Final Refuge care averages about a year, but sometimes is only a few months while some dogs stay with us 2 or more years.  We provide support, advice, and help with end-of-life decisions but you commit to be with your foster dog to the end.  We find that the rewards of providing a loving safe home far outweigh the pain of losing a friend.   (See more about End-of-Life Care on following page.) 
Q:   What expenses are paid for my foster dog?
A: All vet bills and medical supplies are paid directly by ODH, including any prescription diet food.   We provide a 3-month supply of flea treatment and supplements (after that period you are responsible for these supplies except if prescribed) and as much advice as needed.   The foster family is responsible for providing the foster dog with good quality dog food, grooming, etc.    
Q.   May I use my own veterinarian?

A: We have relationships established with a large number of vet clinics and would prefer to use those when it is feasible. If not, we will certainly consider working with your clinic if they are comfortable with our arrangements.    
Q:   What are my responsibilities as a foster?
A: The first and most important responsibility is to commit (and have all in household in agreement) to a dog for a 4-month time period. The evaluation and health screening usually take less time (1-2 months average), but we want to allow for complications and to find an adopter if possible.  A foster parent needs to be available to get the foster dog to various vet/specialist visits; there may be many in the beginning as we catch up on deferred maintenance and get the dog back to good health.  Some at-home care is usually required; this may involve basic grooming, bathing, administering medications, ear cleaning etc.   Communication with ODH is very important to us – we rely heavily on email - and your input is depended upon in determining a future for your foster dog. We depend on you to make an assessment of the dog’s personality and needs, how they react to new situations and beings, whether the dog is eventually adopted, goes to a Final Refuge home or remains with you.  Flexibility is another key factor as we are never quite sure what to expect of a dog coming from a shelter and sometimes even from previous owners . You’ll need to be able to “roll with the punches” and try to work around some challenges as they arise, but you’ll always have the support of ODH staff.
Q:   Can I foster if I have other pets at home?
A: Absolutely! Providing 
(a)  that your pets will accept and tolerate unknown dogs coming into their territory and sharing their human.  We try to evaluate how a foster dog gets along with other dogs/cats before it goes into a home, but we can never guarantee it.  


(b)  that your pets are spayed/neutered and have vaccines up to date, including Bordetella*.
Q:   Can I be a foster if I work full time?
A: No one is disqualified because of a work schedule, however; it is very important that your foster dog

(a)  have access to frequent potty breaks (we prohibit nearly all our dogs from staying outside even with shelter during the work day – there may be an occasional exception), 
(b)  isn’t left alone for long hours without at least other dogs for companionship,
(c)  that you are able to get the foster dog to various vet appointments or meet with potential adopters if applicable.  We of course find it easier to match dogs to families that are home more but we’ll talk about it!
Q:  Can I foster if I don’t have a fenced yard?
A: If you’re willing to take a senior dog (who usually needs to go out more often than younger dogs) out on a leash several times a day no matter the weather, then having a fenced yard is not a must for most of the dogs.
Q:  Can I foster if I have children at home?
A: For the most part, we find that young children and senior dogs aren’t a good mix; however, there are exceptions on a case-by-case basis.  We are VERY careful about matching the right dog to a home with kids.
A note about end-of-life care         
While it is always sad to lose one of our dogs, our mission is to give each dog the loving home that they so       deserve for their final days.  We think you will find it greatly rewarding.  

Please read the discussion of this issue (attached here).  Our philosophy is:   We will do as much as we can to ensure quality of life, to make the dog content, safe and comfortable for as long as he is with us.  When the bad days are outnumbering the good ones, when his life is not comfortable or he begins to feel vulnerable, we avoid heroic measures to prolong life and we believe in euthanasia as the most important gift we can give at that point.   We will help you with this decision (and will support your choice), or you can speak with a board member who does a great deal of counseling about these issues.   Please be sure you are comfortable with our philosophy.
*Kennel cough/Bordetella  (which should be given every 6 months if you foster)?   Shelter dogs often arrive with kennel cough which is easily transmitted to other dogs; in younger dogs it’s no worse than a cold, in older dogs it can lead to problems.  We can’t guarantee your dogs won’t pick up a respiratory bug though vaccinations help a great deal.   You should also know that shelter dogs sometimes come with giardia, which can be transmitted to your dogs and thus require treating them as well.   Other parasites are also possible.   And of course, your dogs should be treated regularly with Advantage or Frontline since many dogs come to us with flea infestations.
OTHER THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

· If the dog is adoptable:  Are you willing to take pictures, make notes about his personality and behavior, and to introduce the dog to potential adopters?  We would do the “marketing” and screen potential adopters, but you would be responsible for the introduction and for judging the suitability of personalities and how well the dog likes the adopter.  We have an adoption agreement and an outline of procedures; you would be responsible for paperwork and collecting the adoption fee.
· Are you comfortable with communicating regularly (email is our usual method) with ODH staff and accepting our guidance on care for the dog?   We will work closely with the vets and make plans for vet care.    We don’t interfere much but we have the final responsibility and a lot of experience.    We try to be very supportive!
If you feel ready to be an Old Dog Haven foster home, we would love to consider you.  Our foster application is attached; complete it and email back to: office@olddoghaven.org to let us know your interest and your situation and preferences.   The more homes we have, the more dogs we can help.  There is nothing like the feeling that you were able to make the last few months or year of a dog's life the very best s/he ever had.
Old Dog Haven
 phone and fax 360.653.0311
621 SR9 NE, PMB A4
office@olddoghaven.org
Lake Stevens WA  98258
www.olddoghaven.org
 Old Dog Haven           Foster Care Application                          Rev. 05/11
These questions will help us (and you) assess how appropriate your home would be for a senior dog and what dog would be most appropriate.   All information is treated as confidential.
Name:

     



    Date:
Address:
     

City, state, zip:       
Phone:

     

Cell phone:       
email address:
     



    Work phone:
1. When would you be available to take a dog?  
2. How long could you keep the dog?  
3. Can you spend time (especially in the beginning) transporting a dog to various vet appointments?

4. Have you volunteered/fostered for a rescue/shelter before?
5. Dogs in your home (gender, age, breed/size)  
Are the dogs vaccinated according to our suggestions above?
Spayed/neutered? 

Will your dogs accept foster dogs coming into your home?
6. Cats, other pets, livestock?  
7. All others living in the household:   please specify, including ages of children:  
8. Children visiting regularly?  
9. Name/phone# of the vet clinic that is currently treating your pets?  
10. Your occupation?  
11.
Do you have a fenced yard?                                         Do you have a dog door?
12.  How long would the dog be left alone during the day?  
13.  If alone for more than 4 hours, what arrangements for potty breaks can you make?     
14.  Do you own or rent a house? Apartment?  Condo? Mobile home?      
Restrictions on dogs?       
15.  Do you have stairs the dog would have to climb?         
16.  Can you give medication or baths?       
17.  Are you prepared for losing the dog?  Please think about this carefully.  We offer support but the grief & the rewards will be yours.        
18.  What types of dogs are you comfortable with?  Any other preferences or restrictions we should know about?
19.   Where did you hear about ODH? 
Thank you for your time and interest!

When you have completed the application, you can get it to us several ways (choose what's best for you):

 

1. Mail
Print the completed application & mail to:

Old Dog Haven

621 SR9 NE, PMB A4
Lake Stevens WA  98258
2. email  - this is quickest and easiest for us
· From the File menu within Word

· Select Send To | Mail Recipient (as attachment)
· Address the email to office@olddoghaven.org
 3.
     Fax

     To 360.653.0311

4.    Give us a Call 
   Call Old Dog Haven at 360.653.0311 and discuss your application answers - we will return         
    Your call within 24-48 hours
INTRODUCING A “NEW” OLD DOG TO YOUR HOUSEHOLD

An old dog coming to a new home is most likely shell-shocked, usually will withdraw for a while and then slowly figure out that it’s OK, and will then be quite needy for a while.  He may well attach himself to you like Velcro – you’re his savior!   Here are some guidelines:

· For at least two days keep him on a leash (see below about dog introductions) except in a VERY securely fenced yard.  Remember that a frightened or confused dog may bolt from a strange place.  This is particularly true in the first few hours after arrival.   Keep him on a leash even in the house if he seems agitated or wants to pace (or confront the cats or mark his territory!).    No off-leash parks or romps for at least a couple of weeks.

· As soon as you have him home, show him the acceptable potty place.  Take him out there first thing in the morning, last thing at night, before or after meals, midday.  Presume that he may have forgotten his training, or that he may be so stressed that he can’t help it, and keep a close eye on him.    Praise him for going in the right place; don’t correct an accident unless you catch him IN THE ACT.  Often a well-housetrained dog in your family will just show him the ropes, given a bit of time.  Use Nature’s Miracle or some enzyme cleaner on any accident spots or the smell will attract him back.

· Next, show him around the house (on a leash).  If he doesn’t see or hear well, go slowly and let him sniff.  Then, try to sit down quietly and read or watch TV and let him absorb it all for a while.

· At night, use a crate if you wish (placed in the bedroom or right outside it so he feels part of the pack) or show him his bed and leave him there for the first night (you can even tether him there if he seems especially restless).   He’ll want to be near one of the humans, don’t shut him away.   But don’t let him sleep on the bed yet!
· Feed small amounts for the first day or two, using any food that came with him and gradually mixing in whatever you choose to feed.  He may vomit from nerves, don’t panic.

· Avoid unnecessary stress until he feels safe with you.       Wait 2-3 days to begin the beauty treatment; however, if nails are very long start on those as soon as he seems comfortable.  Don’t bathe yet except for emergencies (= you can’t stand to be in the room with him).  If he is very matted, cut away the worst of them and trim away from his eyes but wait to do the groomer for a few days.   Try not to have visitors or take him to strange places for the first week (the vet will be a necessary evil).
· What takes patience is letting him get used to a new routine, showing him what’s expected without putting too much pressure on.  DON’T HOVER, don’t shower him with attention, let him relax and work his way into the family.  Ignore him for as much as possible, as hard as that is.   You need to be the leader and he will find his place with time.  Don’t be surprised if he sleeps a great deal once he relaxes.

*INTRODUCING TO THE OTHER DOG(S)

· If your existing dog tends to be territorial, it’s best to let the dogs meet in a neutral place (not in your yard or home).  It’s often good to just put them both on a leash and go for a brisk walk together, 5-10 minutes should do.  Put one on either side of you or get help.

· If your dog is good with others, it works well to let them meet WITHOUT LEASHES in a very safe spot, not too small – leave room for maneuvering.  Don’t worry if they play-skirmish a bit, they have to work out who is who.  Try to ignore them and not referee.

· Feed the new dog well away from the others (in a crate if necessary), no treats for 2-3 days, no excited play with toys, no chewies close to the other dogs until the pecking order has settled.

· For a smooth adjustment, the most important thing is:  PAY MOST ATTENTION TO THE RESIDENT DOG, pretty much ignore the new dog.  This is the best way to avoid jealousy and let the new dog work into the pecking order.  It’s tough but it’s very important!! and will go far to keep the new dog safe from bullying.    Try to keep life the same for your existing dog.

· Remember that you don’t have to treat all the dogs in your family alike.  Each may have some different privileges.  Take some with you, take walks with some, let some on the bed, etc.  As long as each KNOWS ITS PLACE IN THE ORDER it will be fine.  Don’t let those eyes make you feel guilty!

This all takes some effort for the first 2-3 days, but most old dogs very easily slip into the family and routine, asking little but to sleep and eat and be near you.  You’ll feel how happy they become.
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Our Mission at Old Dog Haven
The mission of Old Dog Haven is to provide loving safe homes for senior dogs, age 8 and up, who have been abandoned or will become homeless at this stage of their lives.   This may include:

· Taking the older dogs into our homes and caring for them as members of the family as long as they have good quality of life, with preference to the oldest dogs including hospice situations;

· Taking dogs with a reasonable life-expectancy into temporary foster homes and adopting them into a permanent home with people who will devote themselves to the dog;

· Assisting owners in placing their senior dog into an appropriate new home, without asking for compensation.

We intend to keep these dogs as healthy and comfortable as possible by providing excellent veterinary care, without heroic measures intended only to extend life.

We are committed to helping these dogs find peace in their last years, regardless of our judgment of the humans who have left them.
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