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   Newsletter Number 10– July 2010                           Editor: Ardeth De Vries 

Humans always have much to learn from dogs, but  
sometimes dogs aren’t given the opportunity to teach  
what they know because there aren’t people in their lives 
who are willing to provide “teachable moments” for them. 
Not so with Frank. Frank’s Final Refuge mom, Robyn 
Miller, was delighted to take advantage of the invitation 
extended by Staci Hurley, an 8th grade teacher at Shuksan 
Middle School in Bellingham, to bring Frank to school so 
her students could learn from him.  
 
When Robyn first saw Frank, a 12-14-year-old toy poodle, 
just rescued from a puppy mill raid, shaved to the skin, 

debarked, no body fat, no teeth, a 
cataract covering one eye, missing 
a portion of his jaw, and infected 
ears, Robyn never dreamt he 
would have so much to give. But, 
as is true with all dogs that have 
lessons to teach humans, when 
someone believes in them and 
takes the time to share their  
experiences with others, those  
lessons become very accessible.  

Robyn and Frank made six visits to Ms. Hurley's  
classroom. The first questions were often about why 
Frank's tongue was always sticking out. (Since he doesn't 
have teeth, he can't keep his tongue in his mouth.) The 
next question was, “How does he eat?” (Robyn says he’ll 
swallow anything.) 
 
After the first few visits, when Robyn and Frank walked  
down the hall the kids would say, "There's Frank!” 
"Frank's here!" “Can we pet him?" “Can I hold him?"  

                         FRANK’S STORY: FROM PUPPY MILL SURVIVOR TO TEACHER 

It didn’t take long for Frank to become a superstar with  
the 8th graders. They wanted their pictures taken with 
him, they listened carefully as Robyn talked about him, 
and, as a class they chose to donate money to sponsor 
Frank. How cool is that?  

 
 

Staci felt that by 
having Frank and Robyn come to class the students 
would be able to hear firsthand what puppy mill animals 
endure. Robyn did a wonderful job of educating the  
students and sharing Frank’s experiences and his impact 
on her life. She included photos from the raid and 
showed Frank’s journey during his first year with his new 
family. Staci also wanted her students to see the 
“amazing spirit and resiliency of these dogs that are so 
forgiving and really just want to love and be loved.”  
 
Frank is very well loved indeed by Robyn and Ken 
Miller. They began their journey with Frank as people 
who love dogs, but “small, yappy poodles weren’t our 
favorites. But now, we love yappy, little poodles,  
especially this little poodle. He has a forever home, a  
forever lap, and forever love with us.” (The Millers 
would like to thank Jen Sevigny, ODH volunteer and  
foster, for calling with this message: “There’s a really old 
poodle here who’s really ugly, and no one else will take 
him. Will you?”) 
 
Thanks to Robyn and Staci, Frank has taught patience, 
acceptance, hope, service, compassion, trust, love, and 
humor to all ages– young and old. ODH salutes you for 
making it possible for Frank to teach what he knows. 

Robyn and Frank 

And so, with Robyn’s help 
Frank became a teacher. An 
animal lover from Robyn’s 
work, Peggy Eathorne, made 
Frank a jacket with his name on 
it, and he and Robyn were off 
to share Frank’s puppy mill  
experience with Staci’s class.   Frank in his new coat 

Robyn and Frank with Shuksan  
Middle School students 

Staci and her 
old friend, JC. 



      OLD DOG HAVEN BENEFITS 

We’re always very grateful that so many groups and 
small businesses take it upon themselves to host benefits 
for ODH. This kind of unsolicited generosity is a  
wonderful compliment, as well as a tremendous boost to 
our financial ability to help old dogs. We’d like to  
especially thank the following for their support: 
 
Parrotheads of Puget Sound did a benefit for us at 
Oddfellows Grill in Redmond. A great time was had by 
all, and lots of money was raised for ODH. 
 
A benefit pub crawl in Seattle was organized by Jeff 
Brickey and Liz Brostom. Cheers, beers and money 
raised for ODH created a fun evening for the  
participants. 
 
Mutt Lynch Winery of Healdsburg CA , with the 
Grape Choice and Hector’s Restaurant of Kirkland 
held a winemaker’s dinner, which raised many $ for 
ODH. 
 

Sno-King Agility Club ’s 15th 
anniversary trials benefited 
ODH, and they sent us a large 
donation. Many thanks to Sally 
Hildt , who even ran the course 
herself for us.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We love these fundraisers...especially when they’re so 
much fun for people! 
 
We would also like to acknowledge a very significant 
bequest from the estate of Elizabeth Katz, which will 
make a major contribution to our efforts. Our heartfelt 
thanks for this unexpected, but very welcome donation.  

ODH SALUTES VOLUNTEERS TINA 
PEROVICH AND CHRIS COOK  

What we do just couldn’t happen without our dedicated  
volunteers, and we’re very fortunate that Tina Perovich and 
Chris Cook are such a devoted team...always ready and  
willing to help ODH in any way.  
 
In addition to serving on the Board during 2009, Tina and 
Chris have done many transports, especially from the WAIF 
Animal Shelter in Coupeville where they also volunteer as 
dog walkers. But there’s more.... 
 
· Tina collects and recycles aluminum cans as an ODH  

benefit 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
· Tina and Chris staffed our booth at the Sno-King Agility 

Club’s Trial and made many wonderful contacts there 
for ODH. 

 
· Chris used his warehouse to accept a HUGE amount of  

donated food– a result of the connections made at the 
trial. 

 
· They’ve each done dog evaluations for ODH. 
 
· They dog-sit the gang at Home Base on holidays. 
 
· Both of them were very involved in running Wag’n 

Walk last summer as a joint venture with WAIF, which 
was a great fundraiser and fun get-together for the ODH 
family. 

 
Paws up to you both for your commitment to ODH! We  
appreciate everything you do to help our dogs.  

Sally (on the left) takes a breather to visit with ODH  
representative,Tina Perovich, and her friend,Nanook. 
(Nanook didn’t run the course, but rather chose to 
cheer for the participants as only a classy lady of a  
certain age can do). 

Tina and Chris 
with friends at 
Home Base. 

ODH Alum, Gloria  
(on left) and friend, 
Nanook, count cans 
for Tina....sort of. 



I would like to help. Enclosed please find a donation in the amount of $____________ 
 Please make check payable to: Old Dog Haven. 
 ODH is a 501(c)3 charitable organization: donations are tax-deductible. 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________State__________________Zip_______________ 
‘Phone (      )________________email___________________________@______________________ 
 
Please mail your check to: PMB A–4, 621 State Route 9 NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258-8525.            

 OLD DOG HAVEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Lisa Black, Ardeth De Vries, Melanie Sniffen 
 
Intake/Transport Coordinator: Rhonda Rowe 
Office Coordinator: Kathy Thurman 
Executive Director: Judith Piper 
Chief Factotum: Lee Piper 
Telephone & Fax: (360) 653-0311 
email: olddoghaven@verizon.net 
web site: www.olddoghaven.org 
Mailing address: PMB A-4, 621 State Route 9 NE, 
Lake Stevens, WA 98258-8525 

            Melanie Sniffen 
Melanie Sniffen, our new treasurer, 
has a Masters of Business  
Administration, and she works  
typically as a Financial Analyst. She 
has her own consulting business,  
specializing in financial analysis and 
planning, setting up computer billing 
systems and accounting integration. 
Melanie has been doing taxes  
seasonally for 25 years; she is a  
multi-unit supervisor for Jackson 
Hewitt Tax Services. Melanie  
became involved with ODH eight 
years ago, and she and her partner, 
Intake/Transport Coordinator, Rhonda Rowe, share their North 
Everett home with many Final Refuge dogs. When she isn’t  
working with numbers or caring for Final Refuge dogs, Melanie 
is an avid Seahawks fan...even when they’re losing! Welcome 
Melanie! We’re very fortunate to have you with us.  

If you would like 
to help by 
fostering or  
providing a  
Final Refuge 
home, please 
contact us! 
(360) 653-0311 

Thank you! 

    ODH WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS           WOOF AND WHISKER TO ODH! 

On May 2, Old Dog Haven was presented with a 
Woof and Whisker Award from Whatcom Humane 
Society, especially for our work with little Pancake, 

who ended his life being doted on by 
Darci Bronson and Amy Devon. 
This is the second award ODH has  
received from WHS. We really  
appreciate their efforts to  
recognize those in the community 
who help homeless pets.  

         OLD DOG HAVEN AUCTION 

 

The 1st annual Old Dog Haven auction is going, 
going, gone to the DOGS! The auction fundraiser 
will provide a boost to the needs of the over 180 
dogs currently in the care of ODH. This is an event 
for the dogs, with the dogs, and because of the dogs. 
Your favorite Final Refuge dog may even be at the 
auction, so don’t miss this fun event. Check our 
website (www.old doglhaven.org) for more  
information. 

Melanie with ODH Fi-
nal Refuge dog, KayCee 

Pancake 

                    Lisa Black 
Lisa has been volunteering with 
ODH for about four years. She shares 
her home with four senior dogs, plus 
a constant rotation of adoptable  
fosters. She says, “My dogs are 
adoptable/adopted/returned/Final 
Refuge/adopted-by-me ODH  
alumnus, Mitch; Final Refuge dog, 
Solomon, and Stan, a 10ish  
Wolfhound/Chow mix. I’ve met 
some great friends through ODH and 

am currently working on the upcoming ODH auction.” Lisa set up 
and maintains the ODH Facebook page, and she also hosted the 
2009 ODH holiday pet portraits at her salon, where adoptable 
dogs (currently Hugh Hefner) hang out with the clients. She has 
also organized some “meet and greets” with adoptable and Final 
Refuge dogs, and is looking forward to helping ODH even more 
in her new capacity as board member. Welcome Lisa! We’re very 
happy to have you on the Board. 

Lisa shares a quiet  
moment with Final Refuge 
dog, Solomon. 



 A MESSAGE FROM “MADAM OLD DOG”  

      JULY    
  
 Paws for the Cause 
 Sun. July 11 
 10:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M. 
 Hawks Prairie Vet Clinic 
 Lacey 
   
 Mill Creek Festival 
 Sat.& Sun. July 17,18 
 Mill Creek Town Center 
 
 GoDogGo 
 Sat. July 24 
 10:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M. 
 Crestwoods Park 
 Kirkland 
 

Dog-Centric Events: July and August 

(aka Executive Director, Judith Piper) 

                  AUGUST 
  
 Scrub-A-Mutt 
 Sat. Aug. 21 
 11:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 
 Strawberry Fields 
 Marysville 
 
 WAIF Wag ‘n Walk 
 Sun. Aug. 22 
 Greenbank Farm, 
 Whidbey Island 
 
 
We’ll be attending the events listed above. 
Stop by and visit us! 

As we head into summer, ODH is still scrambling to  
find enough Final Refuge homes for all the senior  
dogs streaming into the shelters. Some are confiscated 
from hoarders or puppy mills, with new laws and regulations turning 
the spotlight on those problems. Many are dogs given up or abandoned 
because of the economy – owners lose their jobs or their homes and 
can’t keep their pets. (We are still getting at least 5 such calls EACH 
DAY.) Elderly people leave behind beloved dogs, often themselves 
very old and in poor health. It often seems impossible to keep up with 
the need, and our waiting list is always very long.  
 
If you love old dogs and your lifestyle would allow one more in the 
family, do get in touch – we would love to talk with you about our 
Final Refuge program. Or, if you know a dog lover considering  
another pet, suggest that he/she look at our adoptable dogs. 
 
Often someone will say, “I couldn’t take in an old dog who would die 
too soon.” Our reply to that is: “Did you not want a grandmother  
because she would die soon? Were you not glad to have known and 
loved her?” 
 
We believe that our dogs are in the best time of their lives, and that the 
pleasure of knowing them is definitely worth the sadness when they 
leave. Please check our website (www.olddoghaven.org) 
or call us (360/653-0311) for more information about how you can 
help.  
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Lisa Black’s Final Refuge dog, 
Solomon, is ready for liquid 
sunshine in Seattle with his 
Teckelklub coat, generously 
donated by the company.  


