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      July 2011                           Editor: Ardeth De Vries 

Most of the dogs taken in by ODH aren’t adoptable, so we 
depend on a dedicated group of Final Refuge parents to 
provide safe and loving homes for them until it’s time for 
them to move on to their next expression of spirit. It takes 
a special kind of person to be a Final Refuge mom; a  
person like Meredith Moses. 
 
Meredith is, according to Judith, a “true member of the 
Sisterhood and Brotherhood of Suckers For Old Dogs. 
Meredith started out adopting from us and now has three 
Final Refuge dogs. She’s competent, thoughtful and  
extremely patient. Nothing has been too much trouble for 
her, and she’s stuck with dogs through the tough times. 
She’s loved them even when they were a real challenge 
and has recognized when it was time to let them go.  
Besides caring for our dogs, she has represented ODH at 
several events and inspired a campus group to do a benefit 
for us. She’s always spreading the word!” 
 
Here’s Meredith’s story: 
 
“I found ODH a few years ago after I lost my 18-year-old 
Bichon mix, Emily Anne. I promised myself that I would 
wait a year before I got another dog. I lasted a month. I 
knew I wanted a mature dog (I don't have the patience for 
puppies) and stumbled across ODH on the internet. First, I 
adopted Jerry, an old black Cocker Spaniel and then  
Jasmine. After they went on to their final rewards, I started 
taking Final Refuge dogs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         FINAL REFUGE MOM, MEREDITH MOSES: A LOVING CAREGIVER TO OL D DOGS 

Alfie, a funny terrier, aussie mix 
dropped off at the shelter by her  
owners at 14 years old, was the first. 
Alfie was with me for almost two 
years. It was a rough couple of years 
for me because I was laid off, had to 
move, and had a health scare, and Alfie 
was a good and faithful friend. 
 
Now I have Jaz, Marty and Jeffery. I convinced my  
landlord that the dog limit should be based on weight, not 
animals. So I'm allowed to have 40 pounds of dog.   
Jaz and Marty were both owner surrenders, the products 
of divorce. They are both about 13 years old and in good 
health. Jaz is a retriever / spaniel mix with the sweetest 
disposition. Marty is some sort of Chi / Pom / Rat terrier 
mix. He is a little bit of a grumpy old man, with a heart 
of gold underneath.   

 
 

 
 
 

Then there is Jeffery. He is a pom mix, about 10 pounds 
worth. We think he's about 15, maybe older. Late last 
year he landed at the KCAC with  
significant health issues. He charms 
the socks off  everyone he meets so 
they called ODH to see if we could 
help. We've gotten him through  
pneumonia, major dental, and oral 
fistula surgery. During his surgery, 
they found cancer, so he probably won't 
be with me much longer.” 
 
Kudos to you, Meredith! No matter how long they’re 
able to stay with you, the dogs in your care feel loved 
and respected every day because you offer them  
the opportunity to be happy dogs.   

ALFIE 

CHRISTMAS 2010: 
MEREDITH, JAZ AND 
MARTY 

JEFFERY 

MARTY AND JEFFERY 



      OLD DOG HAVEN BENEFITS 

We’re always very grateful that so many individuals, 
groups and small businesses take it upon themselves to 
host benefits for ODH. This kind of unsolicited  
generosity is a wonderful compliment, as well as a  
tremendous boost to our financial ability to help old 
dogs. We’d like to especially thank the following for 
their support: 
 
Edmonds Community College’s Early Childhood  
Education Program collected donations for ODH. 
 
The Mane Idea Salon and friends (The Fruit Loops 
Troops) held a benefit car wash on a very threatening 
day and amazed even themselves at how successful they 
were. We hope they’ve warmed up by now! 
. 
Sno-King Agility Club once again donated money in 
lieu of ribbons from their latest trial. 
 
Levi Coleman asked for dog food donations rather than 
birthday party gifts and gave them to ODH in honor of 
their ODH adoptee, Reba. 
 
Special thanks to volunteers Genese Harney and 
Donna Adams for staffing an ODH fundraising table at 
various grocery stores in Snohomish and Skagit  
counties. These two determined ladies have brought in 
significant funds, lots of needed supplies, and some 
great exposure for ODH. 

 
 
When Aidan Sullivan  
celebrated his 10th birthday at 
Sky High Sports he  
decided that supporting ODH 
was more important than  
receiving gifts so he  
requested that his guests bring 
cash donations for ODH.  

 
 
 

 
We love these fundraisers...especially when they’re so 
much fun for people. Thanks to all of you! 

PAWS UP TO VOLUNTEER ALISON WOHLUST 

Alison Wohlust visited the 
ODH booth at the  
Whatcom Humane  
Society’s Dog Days of  
Summer event and became 

interested in adopting and fostering old dogs. She and her 
husband, Alex, adopted Ava to join their senior Chow mix, 
Linus. Alison also wanted to foster a dog for ODH, so  
Cooper, who is actually “quite ancient,” became a permanent  
member of their family as a Final Refuge dog. “We’re so 
glad he lives with us! He’s a terrific ambassador for ODH, 
and we always try to inform folks about ODH when they ask 
about our fabulous old guy. He’s a wonderful fit with our 
other two dogs as well as the three cats.” 
 
Alison has proved to be an invaluable volunteer for ODH; 
not only does she provide Final Refuge care for Cooper, but 
she transports dogs as well as equipment and supplies for 
events attended by ODH. She also organized the ODH booth 
at last year’s Whatcom Humane Society’s Dog Days of 
Summer with fellow ODH volunteer and supporter, Jane 
Runge, and several other volunteers. Alison also writes 
thank-you notes to people who have made donations to 
ODH. 
 
In addition to her volunteer efforts for ODH Alison has also 
fostered dogs for the Whatcom Humane Society as well as 
Furbaby Rescue. 
 
Alison says that she wishes she could “take on more dogs, 
but I also work as an occupational therapist in a school  
district.”  
 
“I will never understand how so many people part with their 
old dogs after years of companionship and love. The number 
of volunteers who help Judith and Lee with their work is 
reassuring. I wish I could do more.” 
 
THANK YOU for all you do for ODH, Alison. We  
appreciate you! 

Aiden Sullivan 

CRAFT FAIR COMING SOON!  
 
A craft fair fundraiser, which will include an  
opportunity for the ODH family to socialize,  is being 
planned for the fall. The venue and date will be  
announced in the website’s Calendar section soon. 

   FAREWELL TO STACI HURLEY  
Farewell and best wishes to Staci Hurley who has moved to 
New York for a new adventure. Staci has fostered for ODH,  
brought humane education segments into the classrooms 
where she teaches ( including an ODH puppy mill rescue!), 
and has worked tirelessly as well for the Alternative  
Humane Society in Bellingham. The rescue community will 
miss her.  

Alison with her three invisible 
black dogs: L-R: Ava (ODH 
Alum), Linus, and Cooper 
(ODH Final Refuge). 



I would like to help. Enclosed please find a donation in the amount of $____________ 
 Please make check payable to: Old Dog Haven. 
 ODH is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization: donations are tax-deductible. 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________State__________________Zip_______________ 
Phone (      )________________E-mail__________________________________________________       
 
Please mail your check to: 621 SR 9 NE, PMB A-4, Lake Stevens, WA 98258-8525.                                July 2011 

 OLD DOG HAVEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Lisa Black, Ardeth De Vries, Gabrielle 
Flanagan, Melanie Sniffen, Kathy Thurman 
 
Intake/Transport Coordinator: Rhonda Rowe 
Office Coordinator: Kathy Thurman 
Executive Director: Judith Piper 
Chief Factotum: Lee Piper 
Telephone & Fax: (360) 653-0311 
email: office@olddoghaven.org 
web site: www.olddoghaven.org 
Mailing address: 621 SR 9 NE, PMB A-4, Lake        
                Stevens, WA 98258-8525 

             

If you would like 
to help by 
fostering or  
providing a  
Final Refuge 
home, please 
call us at 360. 
653.0311 

Thank you! 

       MARANDA FUND             15407 Main St. Mill Creek 
   425.357.6510 
   E-mail: info@paddywack.net 
   www.paddywack.net 

There are many local groups and businesses that  
support ODH in so many ways we’d like to thank 
them for their efforts by highlighting one group or  
business in each of our print newsletters. 
 
This month we salute Janet Berwick and her staff at 
Paddywack in Mill Creek for their continuing  
support of ODH. Located in Mill Creek Town  
Center, Paddywack features healthy pet food, treats, 
supplements, the latest and greatest pet toys and  
supplies (all tested by their Board of Directors), and 
fun gifts for four-legged friends and family  
members. Paddywack supports ODH by offering in 
store benefits, selling ODH calendars, soliciting 
sponsorships, hosting events, and advising on dog 
food.  
              Paddywack Board of Directors 

      
     RUDY 

Canine  
Entertainment                                       

Officer 

     ZACK 
Director of 
Barketing 

 NORMAN                                         
Product 
Tester 

Maranda Fund was established to set aside funds for unusually 
expensive procedures which would give dogs a chance at  
adoption. Wonderful donors at our October auction were  
extremely generous in donating to this fund, and we have been 
able to help three dogs, now in forever homes. 
Mecca, a Chihuahua mix with a great personality but a dramatic 
tilt to her head, was able to have an MRI examination at Seattle 
Veterinary Specialists' neurology department to determine that 
this was a congenital malformation in her neck and should not 
limit her life. She was adopted by a technician there and is now 
the department mascot! 
Chester, an adorable long-haired Chihuahua, had a very  
extensive procedure at Shoreline Veterinary Dental  
Specialists. With a "new mouth" Chester was a new man and has 
a happy new home. 
Reagan, a one-of-a-kind Basset/Lab/Pointer mix, is receiving 
chemotherapy at Veterinary Oncology Center to treat the  
lymphoma which was discovered just before he was to be 
adopted. Reagan was in great shape and not yet sick when we 
found the cancer, so we have high hopes for many more happy 
months shared by Reagan and his new family. They both deserve 
it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to thank all three specialty clinics who are so  
generous with their time and concern for our dogs. Mecca,  
Chester and Reagan sent their heartfelt thanks to the donors who 
have literally given them a chance at a wonderful new home. 

REAGAN ( LEFT) 
AND HIS BASSET 
PACK MATES 
WERE A BIG HIT 
AT THE BASSET 
PARADE IN 
WOODINVILLE 

NEWS BITE 

A brief mention in USA Today during May brought much  
nationwide attention and donations to ODH. How nice to get 
such good exposure on a national level. 

 



 

 A MESSAGE FROM “MADAM OLD DOG”  Dog-Centric Events: July and August 

(aka Executive Director, Judith Piper) 

                   
WAIF Wag ‘n Walk 
Sun. Aug. 14 
Greenbank Farm, 
Whidbey Island 
 
Scrub-A-Mutt 
Sat. Aug. 20 
11:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 
Strawberry Fields 
Marysville 
(This event benefits 
ODH!) 

What a busy spring we have had! 
 
So many dogs in need of our help. So many dogs with 
complicated medical concerns to care for, and so many people  
involved in the effort. So many dogs leaving us, also. With 215 old 
dogs, it’s inevitable that we lose some every week, but they all take 
little pieces of our hearts with them. We said goodbye to some very 
long term residents: Biscuit and Sheba (2006), Ben, Paddington and 
Sammy (2007), all had won a lot of friends. 
 
We always have a number of special-needs dogs, especially blind ones 
who would really like a home of their own. To me, blind dogs are so 
easy to live with; it’s a shame that prospective adopters/Final Refuge 
parents are reluctant to consider them. Most often, they manage so 
easily that we often forget their vision challenge. Their noses serve 
them well! Most are happy to go anywhere with you on leash, can 
climb up on the sofa or bed or in the car, can use a dog door, can  
navigate stairs, can do pretty much anything. And they give LOTS of 
love! 
 
If you just happen to have room for a wagging tail and another dog 
bed, consider a blind dog who really needs you. Contact me for  
candidates. I promise you’ll not regret it. 
  
 213 dogs are in care as of 10/31/10 
 193 are in Final Refuge 
   19 are in foster homes awaiting adoption 
     1 puppy mill survivor is still on legal hold after 2.5 years 
 Jan-June 2011:113 new dogs were taken into care 
                87 came from shelters 
                  25 came from owners 
                    99 new dogs were posted for adoption to  
         help others 
                   36 ODH dogs were adopted 
                            43 dogs were adopted through our referrals 

Furry Friends 
Benefit 
Sat. Aug. 27 
Country Village 
23718 Bothell 
Everett Hwy 
 
Whatcom County 
Humane Society 
Dog Days of  
Summer 
Sun. Aug. 28 
Lake Padden Park 
Bellingham 

JULY 

     AUGUST 

Mill Creek Festival 
Sat.& Sun. July 
16,17 
Mill Creek Town  
Center 
 
Go Dog, Go! 
Canine Festival and 
Dog Walk 
Sat. July 23 
9:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. 
Juanita Beach Park 
Kirkland 

Paws for the Cause 
Sun. July 24 
10:00 A.M.-3:00 
P.M. 
Hawks Prairie  
Veterinary Hospital 
8919 Martin Way E, 
Lacey 

We’ll be attending the events listed  
below during July and August. Stop by 
and see us! 

621 SR 9 NE, PMB A4 
Lake Stevens, WA 98258 


