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Rick and I have ended 
up helping mostly  
Final Refuge dogs. We 
have no problem  
accepting a blind dog-
nothing to be afraid of  there; they adapt fantastically. We also 
like to help dogs with skin conditions. There’s nothing more 
rewarding than getting a dog who’s itchy, smelly, hairless and 
working to help get them comfortable in their own skin.  
 
We have given final refuge to 20 dogs so far. One was with us 
for less than 24 hours and some were able to stay for only a 
few days or months. It can be very sad, but ultimately it is the 
most rewarding thing we’ve ever done. And it is something 
that has brought us even closer in our marriage; it is a labor of 
love and brings meaning to our lives.  
 
Aside from the practical things we’ve learned, like all the 
many medical conditions and how to adapt your home to those 
conditions, we’ve learned even more important lessons. Time 
is short. Don’t ever assume. Don’t hesitate to love deeply and 
demonstratively. Take time to sit with them. Enjoy the walks 
with those that can walk. Don’t rush through the time you 
spend with them. You may hear me complain about many 
things, but you will never hear me complain about our dogs.  
 
There is a never ending need for homes for senior dogs.  
Opening up your heart and home is a precious opportunity for 
both dog and human. We are so very grateful for the  
opportunities Old Dog Haven has given us.” 

 
We’re so grateful 
to YOU, Tina and 
Rick. Thank you ! 

    Editor: Ardeth De Vries 

       TINA AND RICK NABSETH: “...THE MOST REWARDING THING WE’VE EVER DO NE.”  

If you’ve ever thought about providing a foster or Final Refuge 
home for one of our dogs, you need to read this story and find 
out what the experience is like for two of our dedicated old dog 
caregivers, Tina and Rick Nabseth. Here’s what Tina has to say 
about the Nabseth/Old Dog Haven connection: 
 
“Rick and I had been volunteering and fostering for another  
rescue group when we found ODH. I found the website and saw 
a dog named Bob who looked so much like our very old pug, 
Blackie. I sent Judith an email just to tell her that we had a dog 
that looked like her Bob and I told her Blackie’s story. Judith 
sent me back the nicest email. And so I was hooked. I started 
checking the website often to read the dogs’ stories. We liked 
the idea that senior dogs went to homes instead of a facility to 
wait to be adopted. We were also really impressed by ODH’s  
Final Refuge program, which makes it possible for unadoptable 
dogs to live in forever homes with the financial and emotional 
support of ODH. We learned about the plight of senior dogs-
they are often overlooked at shelters- and wanted to continue 
helping them by raising awareness and giving them a home. 

 In 2007 we brought home 
our first ODH dog after we 
saw an ‘Urgent’ plea on 
the website. No picture 
was included- just a notice 
saying a dog who’d been 
found being mauled by 
other dogs had been taken 

to a vet emergency hospital and was going to be euthanized if no 
one could take him.  He was in pretty bad shape when he came 
to us, not just physically but emotionally, but it didn’t take long 
for him to trust us and we fell in love with him. Scrappy was 
only here for a few months, but he made a lasting imprint on us. 
And this is what we’ve found time and time again; even those 
who don’t have long to live, once they come to us they mean so 
much. Someone once said to me that the dogs that don’t live 
long are probably easier to let go, but I find the opposite to be 
true. I wish for more time to make up for whatever past they 
had. It gives us comfort knowing that during the dog’s last time 
on earth, he or she was loved and made as comfortable as  
possible. 

Tina with Barney (Lab/
Rottie), Holly (Eskie), 
Grace (upper left) and 
Charlie (upper right) 

Rick with Abbey (L), 
Lyla (blind Lhasa), 
Pebbles (newest ODH 
dog), and Cora Lee 
(longest resident) 

Tina and Rick with 
Bobby (in Tina’s 
arms), Marvin 
(center) and  
Francis (blind 
Cocker) 



           FUNDRAISERS WORK FOR ODH 

We’re always very grateful that so many groups and 
small businesses take it upon themselves to host benefits 
for ODH. This kind of unsolicited generosity is a  
wonderful compliment, as well as a tremendous boost to 
our financial ability to help old dogs. Our heartfelt 
thanks to all of you: 
 
Scrub-A-Mutt 's 3rd annual dog 
wash made a large donation, and 
ODH volunteers and dogs like 
Kathy Thurman and Dexter 
had a great time!  
 
6th Graders at Eastside Catholic 
Middle School collected donations 
in celebration of St. Francis of  
Assisi, patron saint of animals. 

The agility competition community is supporting us 
with donations from their agility trials. We love their  
involvement. 

Northwest Cellars in Kirkland 
hosted a fundraiser and sold 
ODH-labeled wine at a  
delightful event. Among the 
wine tasters were Fundraising 
Coordinator, Suzanne Mooney, 
with husband, Kevin, Final  
Refuge dog, Molly Malone (L)
and friend, Wylie. 
     

Our loyal friends, Emerald City K-9 Freestyle  
Dancers make donations from each of their  
competitions. 
 
Premera Blue Cross Information 
Services collected a significant amount 
of money in honor of ODH webmaster, 
Ron Kerrigan's retirement. 
     
Several breed clubs have sent donations 
for our work: 
Evergreen Afghan Hound  Club 
Evergreen Golden Retriever Club 
Evergreen State Shetland Sheepdog Club 
Washington Mixed Breed Dog Club 
Washington State Obedience Training Club 
Western WA Hound Association 
Willamette Valley Samoyed Fanciers 
 
And, our thanks to the ILWU Auxiliary 4 in Everett 
who have supported us for several years. 

KUDOS TO VOLUNTEER, JON BENNETT  

Volunteer, Jon Bennett, has worked very hard to give ODH 
visibility in the Olympia area, not only through his work as 
a fundraiser, but several new foster families have joined the 
ODH family because he’s such a wonderful ambassador for 
ODH. We appreciate you, Jon! 
 
“I first learned about Old Dog Haven when I was searching 
for animal rescue groups affiliated with the Combined 
Fund Drive, which is operated by the State of  
Washington. I signed up to give a monthly donation 
and later ODH sent me a thank you card. I learned from 
their web site that they were looking for people to take  
larger dogs into Final Refuge. Since I already had five 
large rescue dogs (two Shepherds, a black Lab, a hound, 
and a Newfoundland) I figured I could handle a sixth. I  
contacted Judith who set me up with Sarabi, a female black 
Lab. Her owner had died and Sarabi was rescued from a 
shelter in Cowlitz County. I drove to Seattle and picked her 
up from Lisa Black, who was fostering her.  
  
 
 
I enjoy working as 
a fund raiser for 
ODH. The two best 
sources of funds 
are the Easter Egg 
Hunt sponsored by 
Pet Connection  
Magazine and the 
Paws for the Cause event sponsored by Hawks Prairie 
Vets. I also work at Run Like a Dog at South Bay vets and 
several Combined Fund Drive events. I am also a board 
member of the Thurston County Humane Society and a 
contributor to numerous animal rescue and environmental 
groups. I do environmental work for the Department 
of Ecology, although I look forward to retiring before long 
so I can do things that are more important (at least in my 
opinion). 
  
At one time I was active in cave exploring and am a  
member of Cascade Grotto in Seattle, but am mainly an 
armchair caver at the moment. I also build electronic  
instrumentation which sometimes even works. I am in the 
process of putting my property into a conservation  
easement so it will be maintained for the animals and not 
be converted into cluster housing. 
 
I am very happy that my fundraising and calendar  
distributing seems to be helping ODH gain increasing  
influence in the Olympia area and hope to continue for a 
long time to come.” 

Jon and Sarabi 

Melody Lea Lamb's Art contributed donations from her 
"Run for the Critters" effort. 



       PAWS UP TO:      PERFECT PRESS (Bellevue) 
                   CROWN HILL PET SUPPLY (Seattle) 
                          AUSSIE PET MOBILE (Edmonds) 
          PAWSITIVELY STYLING (Arlington) 

I would like to help. Enclosed please find a donation in the amount of $____________ 
 Please make check payable to: Old Dog Haven. 
 ODH is a 501(c)3 charitable organization: donations are tax-deductible. 
Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________State__________________Zip_______________ 
Phone (      )________________email__________________________________________________ 
 
Please mail your check to: 621 State Route 9 NE, PMB A-4, Lake Stevens, WA 98258-8525.            

If you would like 
to help by  
fostering or  
providing a Final 
Refuge home, 
please contact us! 
360) 653-0311 

Thank you! 

1910 132nd Ave. Bellevue 

425-562-0507 

9053 Holman Rd NW Seattle 206/783-9570 

There are many local groups and businesses that support ODH in so many ways we’d like to thank them for their efforts 
by mentioning some of them in each of our print newsletters. This month our focus is on four local businesses that are 
always there for us whether we need printing, grooming, food or pet supplies. We are very appreciative of their support 
and thank them for their commitment to helping Old Dog Haven. 

www.perfectpress.com 

 
Thank you to Don Dahl, owner of Perfect Press, 
and his staff for providing many different kinds of  
printing services for us including stationery,  
envelopes, and thank-you cards. Perfect Press even 
printed our auction invitations at no charge and 
they’ve been very patient with us as we learn how to 
do card graphics.  
 
Special thanks to lead pressman, Marty Carroll, and 
his wife, Ruth,  for being wonderful ODH foster  
parents to Scruffy. Scruffy is the 8th dog they’ve 
fostered for us. 

Our dogs appreciate the skilled services from Aussie Pet  
Mobile, a mobile grooming service based in Edmonds. Special 
thanks to Ana, who bathes and grooms our foster and  
Final Refuge dogs at no charge, and she offers a discount to dogs 
that have been adopted through ODH.  

Thanks to the dedicated staff at  
Crown Hill Pet Supply for  
donating food and supplies to our  
foster parents, and for being  
willing to have people leave  
donations at the store. We  
appreciate your generosity and  
kindness. 
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The wonderful people at Pawsitively Styling always find time 
to get our dogs in when needed-even when dogs that have just 
left the shelter stink and are matted so badly we can’t stand to 
take them home. They’re set up to accommodate senior dogs, 
and somehow have the patience for a slightly senile Shih Tzu  
covered in warts, ancient Poodles that can’t stand for very long, 
and very large rickety Lab mixes that are missing lots of hair, 
but need medicated shampoo. Dawn and Tim with their great 
staff are remarkably cheery about all of this and the dogs end 
up looking fabulous. Thanks to all of you! 



        A MESSAGE FROM “MADAM OLD DOG” 

Old Dog Haven dogs on every page! 
 
The wonderful 2012 ODH calendar, created by 
our webmaster, Ron Kerrigan, is now available 
upon request to our supporters. Contact:  
donations@olddoghaven.org or phone  
360/653-0311. They are also available for sale at 
various places including: 
Paddywack (Mill Creek) 
Eastside Dog or Animal Healing Center 
(Redmond)  
Sugarcomb Salon or Casita (Seattle) 

  

(aka Executive Director, Judith Piper) 

We at ODH are struggling to keep up with 
the flood of old dogs needing homes. We 
have more dogs in our care than ever. 
We’ve worked on placement for 20% more 
dogs for others than last year, and the  
waiting list of old dogs in shelters needing 
homes remains long. And the dreaded pre-
holiday period is coming up: the time just 
before Thanksgiving until Christmas is  
always the worst time because more seniors show up in shelters 
during the holidays than any other time of the year. We just shudder 
at the prospect. But worst of all, the dogs we’re asked to take in are 
sicker and needing more medical care than ever before, and the cost 
is very, very high. IN THE FIRST 10 MONTHS OF THIS 
YEAR, WE SPENT ABOUT $40,000 PER MONTH FOR VET-
ERINARY CARE AND MEDICATIONS. Really! To keep  
providing complete care for so many old ones who need us  
desperately, we need your support. Consider a Christmas gift to that 
scared little Poodle, big arthritic Lab mix, or Shih Tzu with un-
treated dry eye and horrible mats – all will be showing up at the 
shelters soon and they will need us. To help them, ODH needs you! 
      
  224 dogs are in care as of 10/31/11 
 196 are in Final Refuge 
   27 are in foster homes awaiting adoption 
     1 puppy mill survivor is still on legal hold  
  Jan-Oct 2011:  203 new dogs taken into care 
               161 came from shelters 
                   42 came from owners 
                   223 new dogs were posted for adoption to help others 
                    65 ODH dogs were adopted 
                           91 dogs were adopted through our referrals 

621 SR 9 NE, PMB A4 
Lake Stevens, WA 98258 

o            ODH 2012 CALENDAR  

 OLD DOG HAVEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Lisa Black, Ardeth De Vries, Gabrielle 
Flanagan, Melanie Sniffen, Kathy Thurman  
 
Intake/Transport Coordinator: Rhonda Rowe 
Office Coordinator: Kathy Thurman  
Executive Director: Judith Piper 
Chief Factotum: Lee Piper 
Telephone & Fax: (360) 653-0311 
email: office@olddoghaven.org 
web site: www.olddoghaven.org 
Mailing address: 621 State Route 9 NE, PMB A-4 
                             Lake Stevens, WA 98258-8525 


