
  

 

 

February 2008  Volume 2, Number 1  

In This Issue 

¶ Events  

¶ What is Final 

Refuge?  

¶ Maria: A Final 

Refuge Story  

¶ Out of the Sh elter: 

Mochaôs Story 

¶ Your Old Dogôs 

Eyes, Part II  

¶ Dog Activity 

Numbers: 2007  

2008 and 100 dogsé 
Welcome to our first e -newsletter of 2008! You may have noticed t hat toward 

the end of 2007, Old Dog Haven hit the century mark: 100 dogs in care. The 

count ha s flirted around 100 ever since ðthatôs a lot of dogs being helped, and a 

lot of work for Executive Director Judith Piper ðall possible through your 

generous donations of time and money.  

In this issue youôll find out a bit more about a program that is the foundation of 

OldDog  Haven, Final Refuge.  And youôll meet two dogs that came from local 

shelters, including one tough little Final Refuge dog, Maria. We also have a link 

to the second article in the series, Your Old Dogôs Eyes, by Dr. Terri McCalla.  

Finall y, because several of you have had trouble printing the e -newsletter weôve 

reformatted it to fit on a printed page. Enjoy, and thanks for your continued 

support. Print from the PDF (link at the top) for the best results.       -  J.N.  

 Events 

About OldDog Haven 
OldDog  Haven provides 
assisted living and 
hospice for senior dogs, 
as well as help in placing 
senior dogs in new, 
loving homes. We serve 
Western Washington, 
with foster homes from 
Blaine to Vancouver. To 
find out more, see 
www.olddoghaven.org   

 

 

Judith Piper of Old Dog Haven  
and Raleigh Fouch of Ford of Kirkland,  

with the new dog -mobile  

× OldDog  Haven has a new set of 

wheels! Ford of Kirkland 

generously donated a much -

needed van, which has proved 

invaluab le for transporting dogs, 

vet trips, and other furry 

business. Judith Piper would 

especially like to thank owner, 

Jim Wallin, Raleigh Fouch, and 

Eric Clark for their help in finding 

an appropriate vehicle for old 

dogs.  

× Itôs still a bit early for events, but 

watch our website  for our first 

appearances  on May 31 : 

PetPalooza in Auburn and the 

Kitsap County Pets Walk . 
 

 

What is Final Refuge? 
 Think about what it would be like to be an old and homeless dog. Instead of 

enjoying the comforts of home and being surrounded by people who love you 

and care for you, one day you find yourself living in a cage in a noisy shelter 

because your human friend has died or is no longer able to care for you. Youôre 

http://www.olddoghaven.org/
http://www.olddoghaven.org/


confused , lonely and terrified. You donôt know why youôve been abandoned. As 

each day passes, life as you  knew it becomes a distant memory, and any hope 

for just one happy day is quickly fading as you sink into despair.  

How to Help 
There are many ways to 
help! You can do 
anything  from taking a 
foster dog into your 
home, to hanging a 

poster or two. See How 

You Can Help  on our 

website.  

 

Then, miracle of miracles, one day 

someone comes and takes you out 

of the shelter. Youôre brought to a 

home where there are kind and 

loving  people who tell you that 

th ey will tend to your body and 

keep you safe for the rest of your 

life. These people welcome you 

into their home and hearts. Your 

new family takes you to a 

veterinarian who checks out your 

health issues and advises your 

people about what needs to be 

done to  help you live more 

comfortably. Your new family loves 

and respects you. They also 

promise you that they will release 

you from your body when youôre 

unable to function in a way that 

assures them that youôre still 

enjoying a good quality of life. 

Youôve been finally refuged . 

 
 

Final Refuge dog Dotty enjoys a hike with her foster 
Mom, Pam. Just as we went to press with this 

newsletter, we learned that Dotty, who was fighting 
two different cancers, had just passed away. She 

enjoyed life in her Final Refuge ho me for nearly two 
years, against all predictions, and was adored by her 

family.  
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Final Refuge dog Paddington tries really, really hard 
to be a lapdog. Pa ddington has learned what being a 
cherished house dog means for the first time in his 

life, and he enjoys living with Mike and Michelle and a 
number of Rotties, three of which are also ODH Final 

Refuge dogs.  

Currently there are 78 dogs in 

our care that have experienced  

variations of the scenario 

described in the paragraphs 

above. These old dogs arenôt 

normally adoptable because of 

their age (usually over 12 for big 

dogs and over 13 for little ones) 

and possible health issues, but 

they do deserve to live the rest 

of thei r lives in safe, loving 

homes. OldDog  Haven provides 

the in -home hospice care and 

assisted living required for these 

dogs by placing them in Final 

Refuge  homes. Many of our Final 

Refuge  dogs actually arenôt 

ancient, or even ill, but theyôve 

been passed ar ound so many 

times that we feel they should 

stay with one family for the 

remainder of their lives.  

 

 Some have chronic health conditions that make them unattractive to adopters, 

but those issues can be managed with proper health care. Other Final Refuge  

dogs are just geriatric, but not really in need of hospice care.  

We are always  in need of Final Refuge  homes because there are generally 

anywhere between 10 -20 old dogs waiting in shelters for someone to rescue 

them so they donôt have to die alone and afraid. Perhaps thereôs an old dog 

http://www.olddoghaven.org/HowYouCanHelp.htm
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