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About OldDog Haven

OldDog Haven provides
assisted living and
hospice for senior dogs,
as well as help in
placing senior dogs in
new, loving homes. We
serve Western
Washington, with foster
homes from Blaine to
Vancouver. To find out
more, see

www.olddoghaven.org
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Happy New Year!

Early in 2005, OldDog Haven was created when founders Judith and Lee Piper took

in a few old dogs from local shelters. DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS, ODH
HASHELPED 1.145 DOGS! As we begin a new year that will, no doubt, be filled

with more and more requests for help, wedd I
supported ODHinsoma ny ways. What we do woul dndét be
generous donations of time and money. Paws up to our loyal supporters!

In this issue youdll find out a bit more abo
was adopted almost two years ago at age eleven and is still going strong. And then
youol | meet Cosmo, a gentle soul who Ilived h

years as a very bright star in their universe. Our Behind the Scenes feature honors

Rhonda Rowe, who gives new metiatna snkgi n o twheen e
helping ODH dogs. We also have a link to a second article by Dr. William T.

Testerman, who offers important information about helping older dogs manage the

pain of arthritis and other aging infirmities.

2009 CALENDAR

ol

2009

Calendar

0Dog
Hatven
NOW AVAILABLE!

@

Our 2009 calendar, filled with pictures and stories of dogs helped by OldDog

Haven, is still available. Send your name and address for shipping to our

Lake Stevens address (PMB A -4, 621 State Route 9 NE, L ake Stevens, WA
98258 -9400), or email us at olddoghaven@verizon.net with your request.

* CINNAMON ( see photo at left) is a quiet, easy -care companion who doe
well, but she gets around just fine desp ite her limited vision. After her human died,

Cinnamon has been passed around and is having a hard time understanding why her

life has changed so dramatically. Please ask about her; this cute little girl needs a

happy, forever home.


http://www.olddoghaven.org/
mailto:olddoghaven@verizon.net

HAPPY ENDINGSMACTAVISH

MacTavish, a West Highland  Terrier, is barking at me through his window, watching

me as | walk toward his doorto his house, his home sweet home. I 6 m
thinking 6l hope he | etbés me in!d Most wwhaty o
|l &m tal king about. For the rest of you, | ho

of what makes them tick. As the front door opens, Mac greets me with bright eyes
and a wagging tail. Then he turns and shows me what Carole Stucker describes as
trot

his fABowery ,d haagkisnd udf that tells me h

household.

Before OldDog Haven took Mac
into foster care, he was spending
most of his days crated while his
human wor ked | ong
neglect was an unfortunate by -
product of a divorce. Thankful ly,
the man realized how unfair this
kind of life  was to the dog, and he
contacted ODH for help. At this
point, Macds heal
status were compromised, and it
took time to stabilize his condition.
However, he was placed up for
adoption on the w ebsite, and when
Carole saw Mac, she knew he was
the one. At the time, Carole was
providing at -home hospice care for
her mother; this was a perfect fit

for Mac, a home that included
constant companionship.

How to Help hou

There are many ways to
help! You can do
anything from taking a
foster dog into your
home, to hanging a
poster or two. See How

You Can Help on our
website.

th

MACTAVISH

Carole has lived with dogs most of

If this email was her life, but had never raised a
forwarded to you, a nd terrier. So when this 11 -year -old
youdd Iike 't Westie found his new forever home,
in the future, send an there were some fiiss
emall to : be worked out before Mac and
el Gnre g re: Carole felt comfo rtable with the
arrangement. Most terriers like to
To stop receiving this dominate their surroundings, _ and
newsletter, send an Show everyone in the
email to boss. It took a lot of determination
olddoghaven@verizon.net on Caroleds part to
felt loved and secure while at the
same time letting him know she had
To have this newsletter the final word about all things Mac.

Once he learned this rule, though,
Mac became a constant companion

sent to a different
email address, send an

email to ~ Caroleand  MAC to Car ol e6sa mzhmeeedd
olddoghaven@verizon.net ANo animal | know frendto Carole, easing her stress
consistently be more of a friend and emotional burden. In fact,
and companion than carole credits MacTavish for getting

Stanley Leinwoll her throu gh these difficult times.
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But much more than a companion, Mac has provided security and well -being for his
family. He alerted Carole to a life -threatening situation when her mother was

choking, not by leaving her side , but making enough noise th at Carole knew
something was wrong. Just two weeks ago, when someone tried to gain unlawful

entry into her home, Carole describes how Mac turned into a different dog, jumping

through the air, growling and barking at the door, so worked up that foam was

fly ing out of his mouth! Although it was a frightening experience, it only confirmed

what Carole knew : MacTavish, now thirteeny ears old, is a courageous companion

who will stay by her side for the remainder of his days.

WE REMEMBEROSMO

Cosmo strayed into a big shelter and stayed there a long time, which is sadly the

Forward to a Friend case with so many older dogs. The shelter volunteers begg ed OldDog Haven to save
Know somebody who his life, and that was the beginning of a wonderful new life for Cosmo with Chuck

loves old dogs? The and Marsha Greenberg, their three sons, Joe, Wes, and Zach, Ginger the cat, and

more people who join three year old dog siblings, Boz and Abby

our network, the more

dogs we can help! At first Cosmo was completely

disoriented, did not seem happy at all,

but then slowly, with encouragement,

he came around and settled in as part

of the Greenberg family. Marsha
remembersth at Ait was tra
that Cosmo had a broken spirit. He was

so very sad and withdrawn when he
came; it was heart wr

Cosmo had a voracious appetite; the

only thing better than food was a good

wal k. AWe gradually
fairly long one mile walk in our
neighborhood. He was slower than our
other dogs, 0 recalls
whenever | looked down at him it

seemed that he had a smile on his

. ] . . face. 0 That smile wa
AA smile isets&al uwelcc apparentwhen he would visit dog
Max Eastman friends Daisy and Jo Jo. Ev  eryone in the

neighborhood came to know Cosmo
and would stop to say hello.

It was very important to all the members of the Greenberg family to be protective of
Contact Us Cosmo and to make his time pleasant and fun. Each was rewarded with their efforts
www.olddoghaven.org as they watched him gradually become accustomed to his surroundings, gain
Email: _ confidence, and w alk around the house like he owned the place. As time went on he
el IEVERN@NEHIRISS (id show his age; he slept for a good part of most days, but whenever the mood
Phone: (360) 653 -0311 . . . . .

struck him he would come out for a walk or to visit...especially if the family was
having a barbeque.

Cosmo spent more than two years in his final refuge home, enjoying a safe and

happy | ife as a very wel/ |l oved member of th
like a grandpa to the young pups, a tolerated friend to Ginger and a role model to

our boys, their fri  ends and parents on how even an old dog that had lost his way

could become such an i mportant part of our f
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If you have ideas or
feedback for future

newsletters, please
send them to:

odhnews@verizon.net

The Newsletter
Team

Julie Nowicki (Tech
Guru/Distribution)

Laura Rawlins
(MacTavish)

Mary Staberg (Cosmo)
Ann Vick (Rhonda Rowe)

Dr. William T.

Testerman, DVM ( o | f
.). Bar

Hurt s.

Ardeth De Vries
(Editor/Publisher)

The Greenbergs are very aware of the need
that exists to find loving homes for
abandoned senior dogs. Chuck has been
actively working to bring that awareness to
others by approaching city councils in his
area, asking to bring  adoptable dog s to
meeting s. Many council meetings are
televised in the community, which helps carry
the message to more people. His first
meeting was a great success, resulting in an
adoption. We are very thankful for his efforts,
and we hope each meetin g showcasing an
adoptable dog from ODH will result in a happy
beginning for the featured dog.

COSMO (in back) with family

members ABBY (black) and

Boz

BEHIND THE SCENE&RHONDA ROWE

Volunteer efforts at OldDog Haven are essential in rescuing as many senior dogs as
possible. Many of the people who work tireless ly behind the scenes do so with little
recognition. With our beloved unsung heroes in mind, we feature Rhonda Rowe, a

relatively new volunteer who has become i
Upon stepping over the threshold into the cozy home that Rhonda sha res with her
partner Mel, itds easy to tell that the a
cherished. Along with four cats and three dogs of their own, Rhonda serves as a

foster mom to Final Refuge dogs, Beauregard and Pierce and Adoptable dog, Rory.

These three toy poodles have made themselves at home, snoozing comfortably on

the Apeople furnitured or the several dog
is the first to admit that she wasnoét ori

Beauregard wa s a catalyst to forever changing her mind about the breed. These
days, one might even be inclined to find another poodle or
temporarily or for the long haul.

Rhonda moved to the Northwest in

2002 and started helping animals in

the area by volunteering at the

Everett Animal Shelter. Like many in
the animal rescue community, she

heard about ODH and eventually

came across the web
|l ong before she rea
founder, Judith Piper, and offered to

hel p out. Piper des
assistance as fdinva

quic k to point out that despite a busy
schedul e, Rhondabs
with the animals.  She often

transports dogs for ODH, even last
month in the snow!  While her tireless
efforts in the office and on the phone
have been wel comed,
calling has b een as a foster parent.
Sheds quick to insi
love when it comes to dog rescue.

Rhonda with TIA
(on top of couch), KAl , BEAUREGARD
(Final Refuge), RORY (Just Adopted!),

and PIERCE (Final Refuge).

MAVIS (black Lab),
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By her own estimation, Rhonda has
fostered about fifteen dogs for ODH.
When asked about one of the mo st
memorable, Rhonda is quick to
mention Odie. He was a Shih Tzu that
came to ODH as a stray from
Vancouver. At about nine pounds, he
was scrawny, not very pretty to look

at, and plagued with a rampant yeast
infection. During his time in foster
care, he was transformed into a
mellow, happy, and healthy little guy.
He eventually warmed the heart of a
woman who adopted him, not long
after she lost her previous dog to old
age.

While Beauregard and Pierce will most
likely remain with Rhonda for the rest

of their lives as Final Refuge dogs,

many dogs, like Rory (see photo at

left) fostered by Rhonda are welcomed
into forever homes. Shortly after this
article was written, Rory was adopted

by a senior citizen who felt that he

would make a wonderful companion

for her gentle Lhasa Apso. Rhonda is
del i g htfeellso gréat about
Roryb6s adoption.
and I dm so happy
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HAZEL and CROUTON

After the group photo was taken, Rhonda

added Hazel (sweatshirt) and Crouton to

her fo ster family. Hazel 6s profile
been posted on the Adoptable section of

the website, and (if Rhonda can bear to

part with him ) Crouton may be available at
some point in the future.

People and dogs alike have much to be

grateful for when recognizing Rhondaés
efforts. ODH and the Everett Animal

Shelter are the fortunate beneficiaries of

her warm heart and willingness to help.

Rhondaand PIERCE

BEAUREGARD

When Beauregard first came to ODH from a large
shelter, he was so matted tt he
his feet down flat or use all/l
see, his mushy, soft toenails had grown back

into his pads, and one hind leg is probably

broken from being twisted in the mats. Now,

seventeen months later, this resilient sixteen

year -old Toy Poodle is physically comfortable

and very happy to be loved and cared for by

Rhonda and her family.



