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   Newsletter Number 9– July 2009                           Editor: Ardeth De Vries 

ODH VOLUNTEERS CALL OUT THE TROOPS 

Mary Staberg’s experience with senior dogs has made her 
a believer...and a much appreciated ambassador for  
OldDog Haven. 
 
According to Mary, Chelsea- a 12 year old Cocker  
Spaniel -“changed my life.” Chelsea’s quiet gentleness 
made such an impression on Mary that after Chelsea 
moved on to her next expression of spirit, she contacted 
ODH offering to foster a dog. Molly arrived as a foster, 
but within a week she was adopted by Mary and her  
husband, Dennis. And then there was Julia, a final refuge 
dog that was only with Mary for a year, but “the love she 
gave to us in the year we were blessed to have her will 
always be with me.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to her willingness to take in senior dogs, Mary 
is committed to bringing awareness about ODH to her 
own community: At her request, the Anacortes American 
did a story about ODH. She’s made power point  
presentations about ODH to several organizations in  
Anacortes. Vet clinics and other businesses in Anacortes 
are supplied with ODH brochures by Mary. She contacted 
Comcast about featuring ODH on their Comcast News 
Makers feature. Mary also spends many hours writing 
thank you cards, which she really enjoys because “it is so  
heartwarming to have such wonderful support from donors 
in so many areas of the U.S. and Canada.” And...Mary is  
a staff writer for the ODH enewsletter; her stories about 
dogs helped by ODH can be found in each issue. 
 
Thank you, Mary for paying it forward in so many  
tangible ways that benefit ODH. We appreciate you! 

     MARY STABERG: ODH AMBASSADOR  

Mary with 
Julia (left) 
and Molly. 

 On May 3, Boondocker’s Restaurant in Marysville was 
the scene of the “first ever” committee organizational 
meeting for OldDog Haven. Volunteers Rhonda Rowe, 
Kathy Thurman, Gabrielle Flannigan, Linda James and 
Barb Bauer organized the event in an effort to provide 
assistance in the areas of Fund Raising/Marketing, IT, 
Events, and Transportation. The 59 people in  
attendance each chose an area of interest, and each  
committee chose a team leader who will be reporting  
directly to Executive Director, Judith Piper. This system 
of communication and action will hopefully make it  
possible for Judith to do what she does in less than 20 
hours per day and perhaps even sit down for dinner  
earlier than 10:00 P.M.. 
 
When ODH founders, Judith and Lee Piper, arrived at the  
restaurant they had no idea that a room full of people 
would be giving them a standing ovation when they  
entered, but that’s exactly what happened.  Tributes were 
offered, and the Pipers received a gift check for an  
evening out as well as a scrapbook filled with comments 
by ODH volunteers. Judith and Lee also received a large 
brick made and carved by board president and  
webmaster, Ron Kerrigan, which said “You loved us 
when others would not.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the tribute, everyone in the room introduced  
themselves and talked a bit about which dogs they’re  
caring for and their commitment to ODH. For many 
who’ve only been corresponding and talking on the 
phone with each other it was an opportunity to  
actually meet and greet other members of the ODH  
family for the first time. 



          
 
Buster’s story is a touching and inspiring example of OldDog Haven teamwork at its finest! 
 
Confiscated by Animal Control and brought to the SW Washington Humane Society, Buster was a victim of neglect. The 
humane society contacted ODH and Judith made arrangements for foster mom, Bernadette Huard, to bring Buster to her 
home where he remained for six weeks before he was transported to foster parents, Cynthia and Mike Schouten. Just one 
day short of his one-year anniversary with ODH, Buster was adopted by Linda and Steve Heath.  
 
That’s the bare bones version of a story that could fill every page of this newsletter...and more. People who care about 
old dogs created opportunities for Buster to have a happy life. No one was willing to give up on him. And, because he 
was loved and treated with respect every step of his journey, Buster never gave up either. 

“Buster arrived at my house in April 2008. We 
thought he was a Sheltie mix, but it was tough to 
tell, as he had no hair from his mid-section back, 
and none on his chest. He was underweight and his 
bare skin looked awful. But his disposition was 
beautiful...calm and easy-going, accepting of  
attention without being demanding...a gem. It is so 
wonderful to see he now has a home of his own. No 
longer a foster, rather a beloved companion. Go 
Buster!”  
 
Buster then was placed with foster parents Cynthia and 
Mike Schouten, self described as “volunteers in  
Judith’s army.”  

“As days turned into weeks and then months, Buster 
started emerging from his tortured cocoon and  
began exhibiting an increasing sparkling personality 
which made us confident that he could transition to a  
permanent home.” 
 
Buster’s final stop on his journey to a forever happy life was 
to the home of adoptive parents Linda and Steve Heath.  

Paws up to Bernadette, Cynthia, Mike, Linda and Steve for 
being Buster’s angels!  

TEAM BUSTER 

Buster’s first stop after leaving the humane society was 
to the home of foster parent, Bernadette Huard.  

Bernadette Buster when he first arrived 
at Bernadette’s home. 

Linda and Steve 
with Buster 
 

“Our story with Buster started when I went on the ODH 
web site to sponsor a dog (Edda) in memory of our sister 
who had passed away in January.  While on the web site, 
I looked at the “available for adoption” section.  
 
After seeing the dogs and reading their compelling  
stories, I found Buster second from the end. I thought he 
looked sweet, kinda sad and I began checking on him 
every day for a couple of weeks. I finally called Judith 
and with great emotion said I wanted Buster.  He won my 
heart and we had not even met. 
 
He is a precious little guy, and quite the character at 
times. I think he feels safe and at home now. He naps on 
the love seat in our den every morning. Most other times 
he follows us from room to room, just wanting to be with 
us. I don’t know how doggy minds work, but I hope the 
good care and love will somehow overcome the darkness 
of his former life. We’re so happy to have found Buster, 
and we are very pleased to be his Forever Home and  
Family.” 

Buster at Cynthia and 
Mike’s home just  
before he was adopted 
by Linda and Steve 

Cynthia and Mike feel as though they’ve been “part of 
a miracle”: 

“Increasingly, Buster  
became playful and  
developed a language so we 
began to understand when 
he wanted food, to be 
walked, or simply to be  
acknowledged as an  
important part of our lives. 
He had sad eyes, but slowly 
those eyes began smiling as 
he became more assured 
that we were not going to 
hurt him.” 



We also appreciate the generous donations from the  
following clubs and small businesses: 
   Advanced Care Animal Clinic (Arlington) 
   A Swell Yarn Shop (Renton) 
   Boston Terrier Club of Western WA 
   Cascade Comets Dog Sports Club 
   Dooley’s Dog House (Kirkland) 
   Emerald City K-9 Freestyle Dancers 
   Furry Friends Festival  
   ILWA Auxiliary (Everett) 
   Issaquah Veterinary Hospital 
   La Cantina (Blaine) 
   Northwest Veterinary Hospital (Stanwood) 
   Paddywack (Mill Creek) 
   Puget Sound Dalmation Club 
   Rainier Agility Team 
   Running in Motion (Edmonds) 
   Scrub-A-Pup (Edmonds) 
   Snohomish Co. Human Resources Dept. 
   Tiki Tails Grooming (Auburn) 
   Virginia Mason (Lynwood) 

I would like to help. Enclosed please find a donation in the amount of $____________ 
 Please make check payable to: OldDog Haven. 
 ODH is a 501(c)3 charitable organization: donations are tax-deductible. 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________State__________________Zip_______________ 
‘Phone (      )________________email___________________________@______________________ 
 
Please mail your check to: PMB A–4, 621 State Route 9 NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258-9400.            

 OLDDOG HAVEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
Chris Cook, Ardeth De Vries, Ron Kerrigan, 
Tina Perovich, Laura Temple 
  
Executive Director: Judith Piper 
Data Base Manager/Assistant Director: Lee Piper 
Telephone: (360) 653-0311 
email: olddoghaven@verizon.net 
web site: www.olddoghaven.org 
Mailing address: PMB A-4, 621 State Route 9 NE, 
Lake Stevens, WA 98258-9400 

When Olivia Giakoumas (Little Neck, NY) invited friends 
to her 5th birthday party she didn’t want presents for herself; she 
asked each of her guests to bring a donation for OldDog Haven. 
 
Lauren Nabseth (Redmond) organized a dogwalk  
fundraiser for her senior project to benefit ODH. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
All of the proceeds from Lucy Montgomery’s 
(Kirkland) lemonade stand went to ODH. 
 
Mollie Heavey (Marysville) organized a fundraiser in her 
neighborhood to benefit ODH. 
 
 

There are many local groups and businesses that 
support ODH in so many ways we’d like to thank 
them for their efforts by highlighting one group or 
business in each of our print newsletters. 
 
This month we salute Mark Malnes and his staff 
at Savage Color in Seattle for not only offering  
generously discounted printing services for all of 
ODH’s printed materials, but this particular  
newsletter is being printed free of charge as 
Mark’s gift to ODH. Mark and his wife, Cheryl 
were also very early supporters of ODH and 
helped us get organized.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Mark and staff! We appreciate your 
very generous support. 

If you would like 
to help by 
fostering or  
providing a final 
refuge home, 
please 
contact us! 
(360) 653-0311 

Thank you! 

3614 2nd Ave. NW  
Seattle, WA 98107-4911 
(206) 632-2866 
Email: info@savagecolor.com 
website: www.savagecolor.com 

         JUNIORS AND BUSINESSES HELP ODH 

Lauren 
and 
friend, 
Cora 
Lee. 

Lucy presents  
donations to Judith 

A VERY  
SPECIAL 
THANK YOU TO 
OUR  
REGULAR 
MONTHLY  
DONORS!  
 
If any of you would 
prefer thanks via 
email (rather than 
cards) we’re happy 
to thank you in any 
way that works for 
you. 

Mark with his 
buddy,  
Thunder... 
adopted by 
Mark and his 
family from 
ODH in  
October, 2005 
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         A MESSAGE FROM “MADAM OLDDOG”  

JULY   
Paddywack  
Adoptathon  
Fri. July 10 
4:30-7:30 
Special event showcasing 
ODH adoptable dogs  
Mill Creek Center 
   
Poochapalooza  
Sat. July 11             
Marysville           
 
Mill Creek Festival 
At Paddywacks 
Sat.& Sun. July 18,19 
Mill Creek Town  
Center 
 

Dog-Centric Events: July and August 

(aka Executive Director, Judith Piper) 

DON’T MISS THE BIG DOGGIE-DO ON 
WHIDBEY ISLAND! SUNDAY, AUG. 23 
 
The Wag ‘n Walk at Greenbank Farm on  
beautiful Whidbey Island will be co-sponsored 
by ODH. This event will also be a reunion for 
ODH foster and final refuge families, volunteers 
and people who have adopted ODH dogs.  We 
hope that many of you will attend with your 
dogs for a day of socializing, games and  
contests. The fun will begin at 11:00 A.M. 
Scheduled events will continue until 2:00 P.M.  
THIS IS A FREE EVENT FOR ALL  
WELL-MANNERED HUMANS AND THEIR  
CANINE FRIENDS. If you would like a  
souvenir tee-shirt, please visit the website at 
www.wagnwalk.org and pre-register. Proceeds 
will go to help the shelter animals. Up-to-date 
information will also be available at this  
website.   

AUGUST 
Pet Festival 
Sat. Aug. 1 
Des Moines 
 
Scrub-A-Mutt 
Sat. Aug. 22 
Marysville 
 
WAIF Wag ‘n Walk/ 
ODH Reunion 
Sun. Aug. 23 
Greenbank Farm, 
Whidbey Island 
 
Everett Mutt Strutt 
Sat. Aug. 29 
Langus Park, Everett 

ODH has had a very busy spring! At our current  
rate, we will take in 300 dogs this year and work 
on placement for 170 more. At end of May we 
had 155 dogs in our care, of which 84% were 
permanent Final Refuge residents, and we always have a long  
waiting list for our foster/Final Refuge homes. 
 
The economy and mortgage crises continue to affect people and 
their pets. We are taking many more dogs from individuals (rather 
than shelters). Sad situations for all concerned. We are taking in 
more small dogs than previous years, and many of the dogs we take 
in are in terrible shape. Those dogs are much more expensive, they 
usually aren’t adoptable, and some of them break our hearts.     
 
Notables from this spring: 
· All but one of our puppymill survivors have been released to us! 
Four are staying in Final Refuge, 13 have been adopted, and two are 
now ready for adoption, thanks to a huge effort by foster homes and 
all organizations involved. What an experience! 
 
· Articles about ODH have been featured in two national magazines 
(Bark and Modern Dog), and stories about ODH volunteers have 
appeared in local publications. 
 
· Two puppies were born to a very frail dog taken into Final Refuge. 
All are healthy, and even though this is not what we ever expected 
to handle, Trudy and Olive have great new homes and KayCee 
(mom) is safe and happy. 
 
· ODH is now on Facebook and Twitter with great response from all 
over the country! Thanks to Lisa Black, Darci Bonson and Amy 
Devon for making it happen. This is really fun. 
 
Teamwork does it! Thanks to all who contribute in so many ways. 
ODH wouldn’t work without you. 


