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HEIDI ESPE: “FOSTERING IS WHO | AM.”

As with everything we do at ODH, a team effort is crucial “I foster because it's important to be an advocate for
in creating “Happily Ever After” stories. Because most of those who can’t speak for themselves. Yes, it's hard not
the dogs that come to us aren’t ready to be adopted wherto keep each one, especially my last foster, Ginger. She

they first join the ODH family, our dedicated foster was my sidekick for 6 months. | think she was my 18th
families become advocates for dogs that need medical foster. There were so many ups and downs with Ginger,
attention (paid for by ODH), socializing, emotional but she’s a trooper and she came right back!”

support, and an opportunity to be welcomed into

permanent homes. Heidi’'s journey with Ginger was a 6-month saga

beginning after her 4-month stay in another foster home
Heidi Espe is a woman who illustrates in so many ways ended suddenly. The struggle included visits to 5 vets in
how important our foster families are to the dogs that an effort to diagnose Ginger’'s medical problems. Xrays,
come to them. “Fostering is who | am” is Heidi's way of  persistent coughing, blood testing, pneumonia,
saying that she loves what she’s been doing for ODH for hospitalization, countless medications, dental work...and
the past three years. yet, Heidi never gave up. And neither did Ginger.
Finally, it was determined that Ginger’'s symptoms were
allergy based and her adoptive family, who had waited an
entire month for her while she worked through one more
physical issue, took her home to live happily ever after.

Without the financial contributions of our supporters
(that’s you!) ODH wouldn’t have been able to help
Ginger. Without Heidi's persistence, positive attitude and
love, Ginger would never have been able to endure the
endless testing necessary to diagnose and treat her
problems. Without the o -
Rob, Heidi and GINGER attend an ODH event. patience of her adoptive
family, Ginger would never
“| started out volunteering at NOAH, so | guess | owe have found her forever homeg
them a lot. | was like thousands of other people; | bought :
my dogs from a puppy store. But, then | became educatedVas it worth it? Just ask
Through NOAH I found out about Judith at OldDog Ginger. Or better yet, look at
Haven. Then | became part of PCART (Papillon Club of her beautiful face and you'll
America Rescue Trust.) I've also joined S.P.O.T.asa  have your answer.
foster. Through all of these organizations I've met
wonderful, caring people who think like 1 do. | feel very  And yet, Heidi is the one whé
blessed to be a part of something special.” is grateful. “What Judith has taught me will stay with me
forever. There is so much bad in the world that it feels
Heidi and her husband, Rob (aka St. Rob) have 5 childrergood to have the opportunity to do something wonderful
(1 still at home), 7 dogs, 4 cats, 4 goats, 1 mini horse, a like fostering and | owe a lot to OldDog Haven.”
goldfish and 1 or 2 fosters at any given time.
Overcrowded? Not at all. Heidi and Rob wouldn’t have it ThankYOU, Heidi! Paws up to you for welcoming our
any other way. dogs into your home and heatrt.




HELP ODH DOGS WHILE YOU WORK

Your employer may have a matching-gift or payroll
deduction program. We are registered with the Boeing
Employees Community Fund, Microsoft Matching Gifts
Program, United Way of King County, state Combined
Fund Drive, and others.

Or, if you are a Microsoft employee you may want to
consider their volunteer hours matching program.
Microsoft will match $17 for every hour spent
volunteering for a non-profit.

In spite of living with
chips in his shoulders
and arthritis in his
neck, VICTOR works
hard as a beach-
cleaner.

FUNDRAISERS WORK FOR ODH

Our heartfelt thanks to the following groups and
individuals who held independent fundraisers for our
dogs:

Scrub-A-Mutt Dogwash

Muddy Paws Agility Club

Rainier Agility Team

Elizabeth Anderson’s Garden Tour

Garage Sales: Linda James, Yvonne Meyer

Dooley’s Dog House Yappy Hour

Goodman Middle School

Let's hear it for the students attending Goodman
Middle School! They raised big bucks for ODH.

A special thanks t@Vhiskers & Tails andAll Creatures
Great & Small Pet Sitting Servicedor hosting a
wonderful fundraising party for ODH. Their generous

AT HOME BASE WITH “AUNTY KATHY”

Being surrounded by dogs is Kathy Thurman’s idea of a
good time. She’s a dog magnet. Whether it's spending
time with her own rescue dogs or doing her imitation of
the ODH Pied Piper at Home Base, her life-long love for
dogs is clearly visible.

When Kathy and her family retired and returned home to
Washington in 2007 she knew that she wanted to do
something to help dogs, so when she heard about a
“woman in Arlington who was up to her neck in
abandoned senior dogs” Kathy made an appointment to
meet Judith and very quickly became “Aunty” to the entire
pack at Home Base.

Kathy with her special
friend, Jet, in the “office”
at Home Base- i.e. Judith
and Lee’s kitchen

Kathy volunteers at Home Base two days a week for 4-6
hours to walk with the dogs through the pasture, scoop
poop, fill the water bucket, hold Jet, (one of her favorites)
rub tummies and perform a very long list of other tasks.
Her job has expanded to Office Coordinator (a fancy title
she gave herself), and her duties include: keeping the
donation and vet treatment logs, updating the spreadsheet
of adoptable and cross-posted dogs, creating resources
charts for referrals, and working on research projects. She
also organizes files, office supplies, the pharmacy and dog
equipment (which she takes home and washes). Kathy
LOVES to organize! She sorts donated supplies, ships
supplies to foster parents, and is available for emergency
dogsitting, bathing and transport— as well as most of the
labeling parties.

Kathy has worked several events and would like our
readers to know that “we’re looking for an Events Team
Leader (a volunteer position) who would head up several
Area teams and report directly to our Executive Director.
We're looking for someone with time, dedication, people

guests made a significant contribution, which will be put SKillS, and marketing talents. Please send questions or
to excellent use. What joy to see Teiko, adopted in 2006!nauiries tooffice@odhstaff.org.

at age 14, still flourishing as master of the realm and
genial host.

TEIKO, dressed for
his role as host at
the fundraising

party.

Kathy's perspective about her volunteer work with ODH?
“I do whatever | can to make Judith and Lee’s life a little
easier; it's such a privilege to be able to do so.”

Thank you, Kathy! The dogs aren’t the only ones who
appreciate all you do for ODH.



OLDDOG HAVEN'S ONLINE SHOP
OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Iﬂ)UR PAWS UP TO WAG'N’ WALK ‘09
Gloria, ODH Alum, reigned as Queen at the
fifth annual Wag ‘n’ Walk at Greenbank

Farm on Whidbey Island in August. The event,
co-sponsored by ODH and Whidbey

Do you ever wish you could buy customized OldDog Haven
products? Would you like to help OldDog Haven raise money?

Animals’ Improvement Foundation, was a
tail-wagging success fqg
about 500 dogs and
their people as they
spent an afternoon
playing together.

ODH foster/final refuge
families and adopters Queen GLORIA poses with
came from as far away ey former foster mom,
as Gig Harbor, Shelton Tina Perovich, (left) and
and Bremerton to enjoy her adoptive family: Rhys,
games with the dogs, L-€igh Hardiman, and

Harris.
meet and greet other
ODH families, and show off living proof that old
dogs know how to have fun.

Also enjoying the festivities
were ODH Foster/Final
Refuge mom, Robyn Miller
with puppy mill survivors,
Frank (in Robyn’s arms)

Now you can easily do both!

Just go to ODH'’s new “shop” at Café Press,
(www.cafepress.com/Old_Dog_HavenThe shop offers a
variety of ODH items, including hats, food bowls, holiday
ornaments, doggie (and human) tee shirts, and more.

For every purchase you make, ODH
earns much-needed funds to support the
old dogs under our care. Café Press
handles all the payment and shipping
details and OldDog Haven receives a
check each month for its earnings on
your purchases. And...best of all, you get
cool stuff that will help you to spread the
word about OldDog Haven. We'll be
adding additional items for sale in the
near future, so be sure to visit the shop
often. And, don't forget to tell your
friends.

Thanks to Amy Freeman, ODH team member, (aka ODH

and Lilly (white dog).
Joining them are Lucy
(Golden Retriever) and
Robyn’s son, Kevin.

Shopkeeper) for providing the above information, and
making our presence known on the Café Press website.

SUPPORT SENATE BILL 5329/HOUSE BILL 1406
SAVING COMPANION ANIMALS’ LIVES

The purpose of the bill is to provide funding to assist
low-income owners of cats and dogs to obtain affordable
spay/neuter surgeries, and to provide for spay/neuter surgeries
on feral and free-roaming cats. The bill doesmake

spay/neuter surgery mandatory.

And the best part? Four dogs were adopted that
day: two from WAIF and two from ODH.

OLDDOG HAVEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chris Cook, Ardeth De Vries, Ron Kerrigan,
Tina Perovich, Laura Temple

This bill is endorsed by the Washington State Federation of
Animal Care and Control Agencies, the Humane Society of the
United States, the ASPCA, over 60 local humane societies,
animal rescue groups, and other animal welfare organizations,
and hundreds of individuals throughout Washington who care
for companion animals.

Executive DirectorJudith Piper

Data Base Manager/Assistant Direcloge Piper
Telephone:(360) 653-0311

email: olddoghaven@verizon.net

web site:www.olddoghaven.org

Mailing address: PMB A-4, 621 State Route 9 NE,
Lake Stevens, WA 98258-9400

| would like to help. Enclosed please find a donatn in the amount of $
Please make check payable to: OldDog Haven.
ODH is a 501(c)3 charitable organization: donatios are tax-deductible.

|

If you would like :
to help by |
fostering or I
providing a final |l
|

|

|

|

|

|

Thank you!

| Name

I Address refuge home,

I City State Zip please contact us!
: ‘Phone () email @ 360) 653-0311

I Please mail your check to: PMB A-4, 621 State RoufeNE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258-9400.



A MESSAGE FROM “MADAM OLDDOG”

(aka Executive Director, Judith Piper)

Times are still tough for people and their petgremnore
so for old dogs. We currently have around 180 dogsir
care, after starting the year with 140. The conhtrédh last

year is striking: Jan-Sept 2008 Jan-Sept 2009

Dogs taken in 186 (79%Final Refuge) 223 (82% Final Ref)
Dogs posted for others 119 140

Dogs adopted 113 (including referrals) 153 (incl. referrals)

The financial contrast is also striking: Our doaas have increased (thank

you!) but our expenses have increased far morerviatry and

medication costs are 82% of our expenditures, heg @re going up as we
take in more dogs and prices rigée now spend an average of $27,000/
month on medical care.

The shelters try to reduce their euthanasia ratehging as many dogs as

possible to “rescue”. As the King County sheltdéuture clouds, even
more of the seniors will be sent our way. We cuiyeget 5-10 requests
PER DAY to take in or help place senior dogs. Téts pf those who've
lost their jobs/home, those whose owners died attweo care facilities,
or those rescued from puppymills or hoarders- naeyin terrible shape,
all have few options other than ODH.

We continue to expand our foster home network éalfityy is intruding:
we will have to have more funds if we are to takeniore and more dogs.
Private fundraising projects by various supporterge been a wonderful
help, but more will be needed. Because we are imadmut — all over
western Washington — we need someone to head tigr&ising
committee and oversee smaller projects in varioeigsas well as initiate
a larger event. If you have experience in this arghwould be willing to
lead the effort, we would love to hear from you!

ODH is growing and our organization will have t@gras well. Our
fabulous supporters have made this all possiblep@récularly
appreciate those who contribute regularly in angamh. Until the phone
stops ringing with sad tales of old dogs in neegl hepe you will stick
with us.

With gratitude and warm wishes for a happy holidagson,
Judith and a lot of furry old creatures

SPONSORSHIPS MAKE GREAT
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

You can help support our Final Refuge dogs in
their retirement years. A $25 sponsorship will

help one of our dogs for three months. A great
gift for animal lovers!

BENTLEY (posted as Sarge on
the website) is 15, and even
though he’s blind and deaf, he's a
very happy dog, thanks to his
devoted Final Refuge mom, Noel
Kjosness, and the support of his
sponsors.

ODH THANKGIVNG/CHRISTMAS
WISH LIST

We always love donations of good quality dog
food, Advantage, fish oil capsules, name brand
joint supplement, and pet store gift cards. See
our website for a detailed list with preferred
brands. Donation points are located in several
western WA locations.

KEEP TRACK OF 2010 IN DOG DAYS

ODH'’s 2010 calendar is now available at
Eastside Dog (Redmond), Dooley’s Dog House
(Kirkland), Paddywack (Mill Creek Town
Center) and Deluxe Hair (northwest

Seattle) or you can contact us directly at:
olddoghaven@verizon.net.
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